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DEAR FRIENDS — From the Chairman 

Dear Friends, 

Sadly, long standing member Denis Abraham passed away in 

May this year. Our condolences go to his wife, Deidre, and to 

all of Denis’ family. Denis was part of the editorial team of 

The Book of Bitterne: From Roman Town to City Suburb—many of you may 

well have a copy. He is pictured on page 6 of that book with Deidre and 

the rest of the team standing behind the water trough.  He will be sorely 

missed. See Ian's tribute on page 9. 

Another notable BLHS member, Phyl Barnes, also passed away recently. 

She will be sadly missed by all who knew her; see Ian’s tribute on page 31. 

On behalf of the Society, my thanks go to Vice President Jim Brown, for 

kindly donating a large collection of local history books to the BLHS; 

some will be added to our collection and others will be made available to 

buy from our shop. 

A Bend in the River, a video of the history of Bitterne Village, is now avail-

able on DVD thanks to Ian Ward. Copies may be purchased at £9.99 from 

our shop in Peartree Avenue or online from the BLHS website—see page 

29 for the full story. 

BLHS has a large collection of artefacts and sometimes we are able to 

provide items to theatrical groups to use as props. Recently our handcart 

was used to great effect by Maskers Theatre Company in their produc-

tion of Don Quixote in the grounds of Hamptworth Lodge in Wiltshire.    

Many of you will be aware that new regulations, known as GDPR, have 

come into force and I am pleased to announce that our editor Steve Adams 

has volunteered to take on the role of Data Protection Officer to ensure 

the Society is fully compliant. 

Following a visit from the local Boys Brigade, we were delighted to receive 

a letter thanking us for such an interesting and enjoyable evening at our 

‘wonderful museum’. We hope to arrange similar visits of supervised 
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youngsters in the future. 

Recently the BLHS took part in the ’Out of the Shadows’ project in which 

we  mounted displays, with volunteers in attendance, on the Thursday 7 

June at Peartree Green Church Hall and on Wednesday 13 June at the URC, 

Bitterne, as part of a wider project to engage with the community and gather 

information regarding the dispersal of Spitfire manufacture during WWII. I 

am pleased to report that the event went very well on both occasions. 

Our recent RAF100 display in the Museum in Peartree Avenue was wide-

ly appreciated. Many thanks go to those of you who kindly loaned RAF 

items, these greatly enhanced our display. 

Not long after the publication of this issue, we will be putting on our 

exhibition for Heritage Open Day on 15 September 2018 at our Heritage 

Centre in Peartree Avenue; please be sure to come along.  The WWI 

themed display will feature the 62 local men listed on the Bitterne Parish 

Memorial who gave their lives in the 1914–18 conflict. Thanks go to 

Martyn Basford for the extensive research that has gone into this project. 

We have an additional display regarding extraordinary local women 

highlighting Lady Swaythling and Sister Kate Oram; my thanks go to 

Emma Muscat for this inspiring display. We also have some fascinating 

newspaper cuttings on display from our 1919 collection (see opposite), 

courtesy of research carried out by Annie Reilly. All in all we expect this 

to be a great day — and don’t forget we have the Southampton & District 

Transport Heritage Trust providing a free, hourly, bus link to Castle 

Way, Southampton, again this year, so you can visit the heritage sites in 

town, including the Medieval Merchant’s House. 

Meetings coming up include Notable People of Bevois Mount by Allyson 

Hayes in October. This is Allyson’s first talk for the Society and it will 

give us a chance to learn more about the history of Bevois Mount.  Back 

by popular demand is Jane Glennie who, in November, will perform a 

presentation in period costume entitled How Do You Take Yours?—a Secret 

History of Tea.  And in December we have Tales of Old Southampton by 



 

5 

storyteller Mike O’Leary—which I have been told will be amusing as 

well as interesting.   

Finally, I would like to remind members that our shop at 231 Peartree 

Avenue not only needs donations of books, vinyl records and bric-a-brac, 

which are all gratefully received, but also customers too. Please come 

along and browse; you may be surprised at the quality of the goods on 

sale. See our opening times on the back cover.  

Best wishes,                                                             Peter 

 

 

 

1 March, 1919,  

Hampshire 

Independent 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DOMESDAY BOOK — Jim Brown 

The modern area of Bitterne lies under what the Normans called 

“Stanham” (South Stoneham) and the original entry, for those among the 

BLHS Membership who can read abbreviated Latin, reads as follows:- 

T.R.E. means “Tempore Regis Edwardi” - “In the time of King Edward” 

i.e. before the conquest in 1066.  

The translation of the page is:- 

•  The bishop himself holds South Stoneham. It is for the clothing of 

the monks. TRE it was assessed at 5 hides; now at 3 hides. There is 

land for 9 ploughs. In demesne is 1 plough; and 11 villans and 9 bor-

dars with 8 ploughs. There is 1 slave, and 23 acres of meadow, and 2 

fisheries rendering 39d., [and] woodland for 20 pigs. TRE it was worth 

£7; and afterwards £4; now £8. 

Richer the clerk holds the church in this manor, with 2 other churches 

near Southampton which belong to this mother church; and there   
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belongs 1 hide of land, and all the tithes of the same vill and also of 

the king’s land. What he holds of the bishop is worth 20s.; what [he 

holds] of the king, 20s. 

•  The bishop himself holds Millbrook. It always belonged to the mon-

astery. TRE, as now, 

was assessed at 5 

hides. Villans held it 

and hold it. There is 

no hall. There is land 

for 5 ploughs, and 14 

acres of meadow. 

[There is] woodland 

for 5 pigs. TRE and 

afterwards, as now, 

worth 100s. 

A Hide was the 

standard unit of as-

sessment for tax, no-

tionally the amount 

of land which would 

support a household. 

A Villan was a peas-

ant living in a village 

and subject to the 

local manorial court. 

To the left is the orig-

inal entry for South-

ampton. Note that 

the scribe, perhaps 

after too much wine, 

has entered Hantune 

instead of the correct 
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Hamtune. This accounts for the Domesday Book Hantescire name for 

Hampshire, shortened to Hants today, something that puzzles many out-

side the county. Hampshire also used to be called The Town and County of 

Southampton in legal documents..  

The translation of this page is:- 

In the Borough of Southampton the king has in demesne 80 less 4 

men, who pay £7 for land-rent and has paid as much TRE. Of these, 27 

pay 8d. Each, 2 [pay] 12d., and others, 50 in number, pay 6d. Each. 

These had quit land in the borough itself: Oda of Winchester; Eskil the 

priest; Ketil; Fugel; Tosti; the sons of Alric had 16 acres, Gerin 18 acres; 

Cypping had 5 houses quit, now Ralph de Mortimer holds them; and 

Godwine 3 houses: Bernard Pauncevolt holds these. After King Wil-

liam came to England, there have been settled in Southampton 65 

Frenchmen, and 31 Englishmen. These all pay between them £4. 0s. 6d. 

for all customary dues. 

The following have the customary dues from their houses in South-

ampton by grant of King William: Bishop Geoffrey, from 1 house; the 

Abbot of Cormeilles 1; the Abbot of Lyre 1; the Count of Evereux 2; 

Ralph de Mortimer 2; Gilbert de Breteuil 2; William fitzStur 2; Ralph de 

Tosny 1; Durand of Gloucester 2; Hugh de Port 1; Hugh de 

Grandmesnil 2; the Count of Mortain 5; Aiulf the chamberlain 5; 

Humphrey his brother 1; Osbern Giffard 1; Nigel the physician 4; Rich-

er de les Andelys 4; Richard Puignant 1; Stephen the steersman 2; 

Turstin the chamberlain 2; Turstin the engineer 2; Ansketil fitzOsmund 

3; Reginald Croch 1. The Abbess of Wherwell has 1 fishery and a little 

land. It then rendered 100d.; now 10s. 

Demense means land ‘in Lordship’, i.e. land whose produce is devoted to 

the Lord of the Manor rather than his tenants. 

Unlike the modern acre, the medieval acre could be used to measure 

length as well as area. As a square measure it equalled 4 x 40 perches; as 

a linear measure 66 feet, or the length of a cricket pitch. 
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DENIS ABRAHAM, 1930 – 2018 — Ian Abrahams 

Denis was born in Whites Road to parents Frank and Ethel, the house 

was called Hopeville and is still standing. He was nine years old when 

war began and like a lot of other local children was evacuated to Bourne-

mouth, but after a few months returned home. 

Sadly, during the bombing of 1940, a bomb struck Whites Road and 

killed both of his parents, he and his brother Alan were in a neighbour’s 

shelter and went to live with an uncle in Titchfield. Denis came to love 

country life and was proud of the fact that he knew how to hand-milk a 

cow! 

After National Service with the RAF he began work as a dispensing opti-

cian in Leightons Opticians. In 1957 he married Deirdre and work took 

him away from the area for a couple of years. In 1959 they moved to Ros-

sington Avenue, a house they were to share for sixty years, and in which 

they brought up four boys, Frank, Jim, John and Peter. 

Denis was involved with church music all his life and served several 

years in the choir at Holy Saviour, he was also a reluctant participant in 

the pantomimes and helped organise the church fete held on the Vicar-

age lawn each year. Denis’ other love, apart from his family, was cricket. 

He had been a member of our Society for twenty-five years and was a 

great support to Dierdre in all that she did and we will always remember 

him with much thanks. I close with a story which Denis often quoted, “I 

am not a dustcart—my 

name only has one 

‘N’!” It was often mis-

spelt. 

 

Whites Road with the 

front gate of Hopeville 

on extreme right 
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 'PULL ROUND'! Memories of Streamline Taxis Part 2 — Hilda Fletcher  

A regular run was to the Botleigh Grange Hotel for businessmen who had 

more time and money for those ladies. Harry had a drink and waited for the 

return trip. Sometimes it was the Polygon Hotel which had a chauffeur’s 

bar. The only time Harry got stopped was for speeding over old Northam 

Bridge at about 4 am, which had a 20 mph limit. Harry told the young cop-

per he should have better things to do, it cost him his only traffic offence in 60 

years of driving. 

The car was owned by Len Heather (Misslebrook’s Garage, Bitterne?) who 

worked mornings. Other drivers were Eric Addis (his Dad also owned 

cars), Bob Tanner and a man called Blondie; we never knew his real name. 

They drove Standard Vanguards, cream bonnet, illuminated sign on roof, 

and some had roof racks. The office manager, whose name I can’t remem-

ber, wrote scripts for plays which some years later were shown on TV. We 

would listen for the drivers’ names he always used. Although the hours 

could be long the drivers sometimes organised trips out for picnics and in 

those days, treasure hunts—a group of cars going around looking for clues, 

now no longer allowed. 

When Harry started there was no salary, sick or holiday pay, just a percent-

age of takings plus tips. He helped to start the Taxi Drivers' Association to 

get better conditions. There was no limit to driving then and Harry was 

earning twice the average, so we saved up for a car, went to the Motor Show 

in Earls Court and ordered a Ford. There was no choice of colour, but nine 

months later we got a letter to pick up the car from Hendy Ford at the corner 

of Chapel Road and St Mary’s Street. Harry taught me to drive, and later 

the boys. We all passed first time. 

When my boys went to school I took a part-time cleaning job in the Fox & 

Hounds. They carried on to a little school across West End Road, Bitterne, and 

then Glenfield School until Yeovil Chase opened. 

Harry would say ‘working late tonight’ which would mean we were sav-

ing for our next treat. Our first holiday was to Jersey over-night from 
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Southampton Pier. It was in 1954 the savings went on a TV bought from a 

shop in Woolston. The shop which installed radios in the cabs, then came 

and put a huge aerial on our roof to get 4 hours of fuzzy programmes a day. 

Things were going very well and we had started building a bungalow at 

Hedge End when the Suez Crisis started. Soon there was only petrol for a 

driver to work one day a week. Harry sadly left and returned to his pre-

war trade of Coop grocery manager at Bitterne and Wodehouse Road stores, 

amongst others. I managed St Monica Road and our eldest son drove the 

mobile shop from the Bitterne shop. 

Why did I call this piece ‘Pull Round’? The phrase caught on with the 

boys because, while we were out in the car, Harry would say it each time a 

car horn sounded. Apparently while on the rank, if you didn't move for-

ward the car behind would toot to get your attention and, if you were taking 

a break, you just waved him past. 

SUPERMARINE FACTORY RAIDS REMEMBERED — Steve Adams 

In 1940 the Luftwaffe made bombing raids on the Supermarine factory in 

Woolston culminating in raids on 24 and 26 September in which a large 

number of employees were killed and severely injured. Production of the 

Spitfire was stopped as the factory was in ruins. Within days, however,  

manufacturing had started again in various premises in and around 

Southampton, the so-called shadow factories. 

On the site of the Supermarine Woolston works there is a memorial plaque 

to those who died during those raids. This year on Battle of Britain Day, 15 

September, at 2 pm there will be a service of remembrance and re-

dedication of the plaque. The plaque was originally dedicated in March 

1996 by the Rector of Southampton. The service will be held at Spitfire 

Court, Swift Road, Woolston with the Mayor of Southampton attending. 

It is also planned to remember RJ Mitchell, the designer of the Spitfire. 

Members of the public are welcome and are invited to lay floral tributes 

at the end of the service. 
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25 YEARS AGO - on 18 September, 1993 — Ian Abrahams 

The date in the title was a milestone for our Society as it was the day of 

the official opening of our Charity Shop and Heritage Centre at 225 Pear-

tree Avenue. Following many weeks of hard work local author and 

Founder Member Mrs Irene Pilson arrived in a 1930s Austin 20 to cut the 

ribbon, suitably welcomed by Peartree Parish Crier, Mike Isaacs, and 

your Chairman. We were also honoured to have the presence of Council-

lor John Martin, Mayor of Southampton—and of course a Bitterne resi-

dent. Members in costume helped to make it a memorable occasion and 

we took £130 in the shop! Do join in to celebrate this Silver Jubilee on 

Heritage Open Day, 15 September, when we will be open until 4 pm, af-

ter which there is an invitation-only get-together for people who have 

worked in the Shop and Heritage Centre with a celebration cake. 

 

Irene Pilson cutting 

the ribbon with the 

assistance of 8 year 

old David Abrahams 

 

 

 

 

Cllr John Marton 

with Mildred  

Russell and Jack 

Hasler 
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Group of Society 

members; left to right 

Bob Payne, Ken Prior 

(with daughter, Jane) 

June Ellwood,  

Violet O’Rourke,  

Mildred Russell,  

Bill Hulbert,  

Jan Douglas 

 

 

 

Dot Newson  

behind the shop 

counter in the 

Museum—the Jif 

was not part of 

the display! 

 

 

 

 

Your then  

Chairman putting 

the final touches 

to the displays 
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SCOUTING IN WARTIME — Roy Derham 

Whilst in Junior School, if a child was in any organisation that wore uniform 

they were allowed to come to school in that uniform on special days such as 

Empire Day. Two brothers came in Wolf Cub uniform (Cub Scouts today) I 

remember and they were very smart. I really envied them so when the 

chance came to join I asked Mum and Dad if I could do so. I never did get a 

full uniform like those brothers as it had to be bought, so I had to settle for 

the basics. I joined at Ludlow School with my two mates, Arnold Foster 

and Donald Hibberd. I don't believe Don stayed in for long and Arnold only 

stayed a little longer. It was to be the start of ten years in Scouting for me. 

I don't recall how we heard about this new Pack being formed but I do re-

member the games we played from day one, both inside and outside of the 

school. Relay racing outside and 'British Bulldog', a really rough game, in-

side. We were the 2nd Woolston (War) Wolf Cub Pack as we were formed 

during war years; I was going on eight.  

After some weeks a camp was arranged but I didn't get to go although Ar-

nold did, I believe —probably cost again. After a short while we moved to 

a new meeting place, a severely damaged building near the railway line in 

Bridge Road, Woolston, that had been Cramer's Furniture Store and which 

older Scouts had repaired sufficiently well to be used by Scouts and Cubs. 

There was a store area at ground level and a big room upstairs which is 

where we held our meetings. Initially the windows, having been blown in 

by the bombing in one of the worst bombed areas in Southampton, were in-

filled with old sheets of corrugated iron but later some were re-glazed. Our 

Cub Leader, Akela, was Frank, a young man who was very motivated; he 

expected us to turn up smart and checked that we had cleaned our shoes. 

He was keen that we qualify for badges to wear on our sleeves as Cubs do. I 

made Sixer in charge of a Six ( we were formed in groups of six) and eventu-

ally Senior Sixer, but unfortunately that exalted rank was mine for only two 

weeks as a place became available in the Scouts and I moved up. I loved it in 

the Cubs and always felt proud in the uniform although I do not recall ever 

owning a cap. 
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One particular event stands out in my mind whilst in the Cubs. There was 

a gap of several yards between our HQ and the next house in Bridge Road. 

That particular house, unfit for habitation like most in the area, had suffered 

severe damage and the outer skin of the wall facing us was already short of 

a few dozen bricks. It was probably being held to the inner wall by the wall 

ties. One day whilst waiting for Akela to arrive, we decided we would see if 

we could finish knocking down this outer wall. We realised there was a 

danger involved but probably not to the degree that there actually was. We 

took it in turns to run across at an oblique angle and knock out a couple of 

bricks with another brick, before running on in a semi-circle. Gradually the 

wall became V shaped and, to our amazement, remained in place until on-

ly the last brick, forming the base of the V was still in place. We needed 

someone to bravely run in and knock the last brick away then run for it. 

Bear in mind the ground was covered by rubble and not conducive to 

sprinting. I think I was probably tying up my shoe laces at about that time! 

A volunteer was found and in he went, belted the brick and ran. This two 

storey high wall came down immediately and as the volunteer appeared 

out of the dust-cloud we all cheered. It could have had a very different out-

come. 

Whilst still at this site, now in the Scouts, we took another big risk. The war 

had been on for some years now and preparations were in hand for D-Day 

although we didn't know it. The whole Itchen Ferry area had been sealed 

off and now provided an ideal area for street fighting training for the Ar-

my. The Airborne Regiment had moved in and were using live ammuni-

tion and this went on for weeks. One weekend we Scouts spotted some bul-

lets and many cartridge cases the other side of the barbed wire which was 

just a few yards behind our HQ. For us boys, brought up in the war, these 

would be trophies so we set about retrieving a few. A couple of us wrig-

gled under the wire and gathered them up and then spotted a large smoke 

canister, unused. We brought that back as well. We shared out the spoils 

then someone suggested we put a match to the fuse sticking out of the 

smoke bomb. It was a weekend, and again we were waiting for our leader to 
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arrive, this time Skipper Ron Jones, who had a wooden leg. There were no 

soldiers around so it could have been they had left the area, but anyway 

someone produced a match. We should have stuck to two pieces of wood! It 

was a large canister, about a foot long and four or five inches in diameter. 

Did it go! The huge cloud of extremely thick smoke it produced went on for 

what seemed forever. It was heavy, covered a large area and was slow to 

move but there was no stopping it. We hugged the ground beneath the 

smoke which was only inches above us, and very slowly it moved away. 

Unfortunately not into the fenced-off area but across Bridge Road and into 

Woolston Railway Station which it enveloped. A bunch of scared Scouts 

watched once it had left us with bated breath. Almost immediately after it 

had cleared the railway Station Skipper put in an appearance. Phew! How 

lucky were we not only to escape being suffocated but not being caught.  

Some time later our Troop moved to a new Headquarters, this time it was 

to Birch Lawn, in North East Road, Sholing.   A large timber building that 

belonged to the Vokes family. The hall had obviously been a Scout Hut be-

fore as a small room off of the main hall was the Rovers Den but hadn't 

been used for years. Looking back now, I suppose the War disrupted the 

Scout Association as it did everything else and probably many of its leaders 

joined the Forces. Only now was it coming back together. Our name now 

changed to Second Itchen (Sholing). The remainder of my Scout involve-

ment occurred at Birch Lawn. We had a large field for games, football and 

fund raising events.  

Twice a year we went to Warwick's Farm at Awbridge, near Romsey, to 

camp. Wonderful times. Tom Warwick, one of the sons, would collect us 

in his open-back lorry and after everything had been loaded, we Scouts 

climbed in the back whilst Skipper and 'Musso' the Assistant Skipper, sat 

in the cab with Tom. We would sing our hearts out all the way, singing 

songs that I'm sure only Scouts sang, such as 'A Poor Aviator Lay Dying' 

and 'Far Away, Far Away' followed by 'Green Grow the Rushes, O!'. We 

would be told to quieten down going through Romsey but then we would 

start again. We would think nothing of walking around in the back whilst 
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the lorry was on the move and learned how quickly one reached the tail-

board when walking from the front! 

Our campsite was one of three large fields but in the corner was a large 

woods which became our adventure ground for 'Wide Games' and scary 

ones at night. I made friends with a local lad called Winsor Medley and he 

was very clued up regarding the countryside. Although only my age, he had 

a shotgun of his own and shot grey squirrels who were considered pests by 

the farmers. I had to settle for a catapult! 

One year we helped with the harvest by putting the sheaves into 'stooks' 

and on another occasion, we were all spaced out around a field of corn being 

harvested, ready with our staves to catch any rabbits that ran out. None did 

so—we did not get the rabbit stew we had been promised! One day a boy 

came running to those of us who were in the woods to say Skipper had bro-

ken his leg! He had—his wooden peg-leg! When it rained too heavily we 

slept in the hayloft and it was whilst there that I experienced eating raw 

eggs. Yuk! On one occasion we were invited to a nice house down the 

lane to tea by a lady where we were waited upon by ladies and girls, 

one of whom we found particularly attractive but we stood no chance in 

short trousers. My memories of Scouting are very happy ones. I played 

in the six-a-side football team and we reached the final two years run-

ning, each time to be beaten by Hamble Sea Scouts.   I learned knots, 

splices, semaphore, how to row a boat and how to whistle using two fin-

gers, all of which came in very handy later in my life. 

Towards the end of my Scout days, Senior Scouts were created. They 

were for boys who were out to work so older than fourteen. We only 

had one Patrol, the Mitchell’s, named after the inventor of the famous 

Spitfire and a Woolston resident. I was the Patrol Second, with Arthur 

Harper as Leader. Arthur and I took our First Class badge and had to 

complete a 24-hour hike through the New Forest. He had a nice fitted 

rucksack, I had a tatty ex-army job that was very uncomfortable. We 

crossed on the ferry to Hythe then set off, arriving at Hatchet Pond as 

it got dark. We pitched tent and crashed. The following morning we 
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LAST ISSUE - SUMMER EDITION, VOLUME 141 

The Editor apologises that the cover of the last edition of Bygone 

Bitterne wrongly claimed it to be the Spring edition, volume 140.  

Please amend the cover of your last magazine (the one with a photo-

graph of a charabanc on the cover) to read ‘Summer 2018, Volume 141’. 

Those members who receive their copy of the Magazine electronically 

will not understand any of this as their issue was correctly labelled. 

discovered we were a mere ten or twelve feet from the edge of the road 

which had no curb, just the same level grass. In those days, of course, 

there was only a fraction 

of the traffic we have to-

day. We got ourselves lost 

in Denny Wood with 

nothing to take a compass 

bearing on so we decided 

that the shod horse hoof 

prints must lead to a road 

eventually. More by luck 

than judgement we 

emerged opposite 

Ashurst Lodge. From there we walked through to the Hartley Road then 

turned and continued to Ashurst Railway Station where we caught the 

train to Southampton. We wrote out a report and received our badges—

we had earned them. When Arthur left, I became Senior Patrol Leader 

and George Tubbs was my Second. 

My Scouting days ended at seventeen when I set off to join the Vindicatrix 

Sea Training School but they had been happy days. Some of my fellow 

Scouts I remember from those days are; George (we remained friends for 

years), Arthur, Stan Silsbury, David Cropp, Dickie Leason and Ian Saxby. 

Some Bitterne Cubs just prior to the war 
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FIELD SERVICE POSTCARD — from our collection 

Field Service Postcards were used in WWI as a means of getting a simple 

message home, without having to go to the trouble of writing a letter. 

They were supplied by the military authorities, often in advance of offen-

sives. All the sender had to do was cross out a few lines, usually express-

ing the view that all was fine, and that ‘letter follows at first opportuni-

ty’. Called Whiz-Bangs after the German artillery shell, these postcards 

did not require censoring as long as the solder wrote nothing original. 

Many in the trenches sent one home every day so their families had a 

regular signal that they were still alive. They were also parodied widely 

as can be seen in the one below from our collection. 
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VISITS TO THE HERITAGE CENTRE 

We have had visits from several groups representing local youth organi-

sations earlier this year. First was a group of Cub Scouts from the 3rd 

Itchen North Group and they were followed by a group from the Merry 

Oak Youth Association and then 

from the 2nd Southampton Boys 

Brigade. 

 

Cub Scouts visit   

 

 

 

Boys Brigade visit 
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From the BLHS Newsletter of 25 Years Ago 

October 1993 — AS IT WAS SUCH A SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN  

THE LIFE OF THE SOCIETY HERE IS A SELECTION FROM  

ARTICLES THAT REFER TO THE OPENING OF THE SHOP AND 

HERITAGE CENTRE AT 255 PEARTREE AVENUE 

DEAR FRIENDS — Ian Abrahams 

A lot has happened since I last wrote, in particular the opening of our 

CHARITY SHOP and HERITAGE CENTRE on September 18th. Many are 

the friends who must be thanked for all their hard work towards this 

project. In particular MR IAN SOULSBY of Eric Robinson & Co for his 

guidance so willingly given. Mr TONY WARREN for his excellent 

signwriting which has been much commented upon, and paid for anony-

mously by a very generous member. Our friend from Pound Street who 

so kindly used his Van & Trailer to transport more bulky items. Many 

members including Mr REG ABRAHAMS who built the window dis-

plays. BILL MONK & REG LARGE who are a dab hand at demolition! 

TED CHANDLER our "Maintenance Technician", NORMAN "Bring the 

Drill" PLANKEN, George Dymott, Adrian Crook, Jack Hasler, Roger 

Newson and all the ladies who gave their talents in setting up the dis-

plays. Please forgive my not being able to name everyone but be assured 

that without your help we would never have been ready to welcome our 

Special Guests on the Preview Night. 

We were honoured to have the presence of Cllr. John Martin, Mayor of 

Southampton as well as several of our Vice-Presidents. It was nice also to 

meet Mr MALCOLM JONES who was the Grocer at 225 Peartree Avenue 

from 1954. 

On Saturday 18th Mrs IRENE PILSON was conveyed to the shop to per-

form the opening by our good friend DENNIS ASHBEE in his 1930s 

AUSTIN 20. We were blessed with lovely weather and the Flags and 

members in costume all helped to make it a very memorable occasion. A 

regular ring of the shop doorbell ensured a busy day and we took £130. 
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Our thanks must be expressed to all those who are keeping the Centre 

open - if you can spare a few hours we would be pleased to add your 
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name to the rota. If you haven't visited us yet do come and have a 

look round, gifts of items to sell would be very much appreciated. 

Many thanks again to all who helped bring this project to fruition - 

do give it your support if you can. 

 

SECRETARY'S DIARY — Ken Prior 

In July our Summer Social broke the news of the Charity Shop and 

Heritage Centre venture. The meeting approved plans to negotiate 

for the use of a shop unit at 225 Peartree Avenue. There were a few 

obstacles to be overcome before we obtained the keys on August 

20th. Then from that evening with the help of a kind builder in 

Pound Street who's provided valuable knowledge of loading ex-

tremely bulky items, along with Adrian Crook's immense strength 

and manoeuvrability we were able to transport shop counters and 

other units to the new Heritage Centre. As the days passed Norman 

Planken's undoubted skill with the electric drill and Janet's wise ad-

vice advanced the construction of the shop's interior. There were 

sterling performances by Mr Large and George Dymott amongst 

others. Ian nearly lived on site or at least that is what Sarah, his 

wife, indicated. Dot Newson, Reg Abrahams and Ted Chandler who 

displayed intricate ability as a clock restorer were often to be seen. 

Mildred, Jeanne Nicol and several others too numerous to mention 

threw their energies into getting everything ready for the big open-

ing. What a day that was! The sun shone, members turned out in 

costume. Irene Pilson, celebrity author cut the tape and the custom-

ers streamed in. John Shephard recited his Bitterne memories which 

he concludes with the exclamation "You didn't know that, did you?" 

Violet O'Rourke recovering well from her recent heart attack took 

her rightful place in the Heritage Centre alongside Jack Hasler, Bill 

Hulbert, Mildred Russell and Bob Payne all solid B.L.H.S. stalwarts. 

I was delighted for everyone. 
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LAST EDITION COVER PHOTO  —

Steve Adams 

Two people approached the Editor af-

ter publication of the last Magazine 

(Summer 2018, Volume 141) to com-

ment on the cover photograph. For 

some reason both thought that I had 

wrongly stated that the charabanc was built by Pagefield as they thought the 

name was Pacefield.  The Editor normally does his homework before publi-

cation, though, and had examined the original image with a lens. I have to 

admit that if one goes by the image then the name on the bonnet could ap-

pear to have a ’C’ in it due to their strange choice of font but careful exami-

nation will show it to be a ‘G’.  

I had consulted Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History and found that 

Pagefield vehicles were built by Walker Brothers of Wigan (founded 1866) 

who were one of the most important heavy engineering businesses in the 

north of England. From their base at the Pagefield Ironworks in Wigan, and 

with decades of experience in the design and manufacture of mining equip-

ment for the Lancashire coalfields, they grew into an organisation producing 

locomotives, road vehicles, winding gear and ventilation equipment from 

1907 to 1948 including  a subsidised model supplied to the Forces in WW1 

which I then believed was shown in the photo with a conversion to a chara-

banc. With more recent checking through the Motor, Marine and Aircraft 

Red Book for 1917 I find that they also produced a 40 horsepower passenger 

carrying variant so it could be in original configuration.  

The surviving records of Walker Brothers provide a valuable insight into 

Greater Manchester’s engineering history and the lives of employees at the 

Pagefield works, as well as the evolution of design and research practices 

used by firms like Walkers. These are currently being worked on by the 

‘Made in Greater Manchester’ project and will eventually be available online. 

During the second world war the company made artillery shells and sections 

of the Mulberry Harbour. The firm continued to operate in Wigan after the 

Second World War, when it was sold to the Walmsley family, moving in-

creasingly into machinery for paper production. 
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OTHER LOCAL SOCIETIES 

West End Local History Society 

Meetings in West End Parish Centre, Chapel Road, SO30 3FE at 7.30 pm 

3 Oct HOBARTS FUNNIES: the inventions in ‘Churchill’s Toyshop’  

 by Dr Henry Goodall 

7 Nov DEFENCE OF THE REALM: Gun Culture in Tudor Southampton 

 by Dr Cheryl Baker 

5 Dec SOCIAL EVENING 

Contact: 02380 471886 

Botley, Curdridge and Durley History Society 

Meetings held at the Reading Room, Curdridge, SO32 2HE at 8.00 pm 

26 Oct BISHOPS, BUILDINGS & BONES Pt 2 by Andrew Negus 

16 Nov MEMORIES OF A GREAT WAR by Geoff Watts 

7 Dec CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Contact: 01489 691777 

Bishop’s Waltham Local History Society 

Meetings at St Peter’s Church Hall, 7.30 pm 

18 Oct HOW TO WRITE UP YOUR FAMILY HISTORY by Barry Jerome 

15 Nov CRUISES by Oliver Hammerer 

20 Dec CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Contact: http://www.bishopswalthamsociety.org.uk/contact-us 

City of Southampton Society 

Meetings at Edmund Kell Church Hall, Bellevue Road, SO15 2AY at 7.00 

22 Oct SOUTHAMPTON OLD BOWLING GREEN  by John Sanders 

26 Nov SOUTHAMPTON DOCKS  by Alistair Welch 

Contact: info@coss.org.uk 

Friends of Southampton's Museums, Archives and Galleries 

Meetings at Dolphin Hotel, 34-35 High Street, SO14 2HN at 10:30 am 

10 Oct AGM (members only) 

12 Dec CHRISTMAS SOCIAL (members only) 

Contact: info@fosmag.org.uk  
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Hampshire Genealogical Society 

Meetings held at Roman Catholic Hall, Commercial St, Bitterne at 7.30 pm 

15 Oct FRENCH POWs IN HAMPSHIRE by Paul Chamberlain 

19 Nov MEMBERS EVENING 

17 Dec MARMALADE, SPUDS & A BAG OF GOLD:  

 Gift Giving In Tudor Southampton by Cheryl Butler 

Contact: 02392 387000 

Millbrook Local History Society 

Holy Trinity Church Hall, Millbrook Road at 7.30 pm 

4 Oct MUSIC IN THE HOME VICTORIAN STYLE by Peter Trodd 

1 Nov VICTORIAN MOURNING & FUNERAL PRACTICES 

 by John Avery 

6 Dec CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 

Contact: 023 8077 0148 

Hampshire Industrial Archaeology Society 

Meetings at the Underhill Centre, St. John's Road, SO30 4AF at 7.45 

1 Oct NORTHAMPTON NOT SOUTHAMPTON: 

 Industrial Heritage around a Midlands County by Peter Stanier 

5 Nov AGM 

3 Dec VICTORIAN HUMOUR by Alan Brindle  

Contact: 01962 855200  

Nursling and Rownhams History Group 

Meetings at Nursling and Rownhams Village Hall, Nursling Street,  

Nursling, SO16 0YL at 7.30 pm 

11 Oct KING JOHN'S HOUSE by Barbara Burbridge 

8 Nov THE ROMAN ROAD TO WINCHESTER by Jon Sims 

13 Dec HOLY DUSTERS & BRASS BAND OF WINCHESTER  

 CATHEDRAL by Margaret Braddock 

Contact: 02380 738552  
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                      MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CLINIC 

 
Do you suffer discomfort from ... 
 

• Callus 

• Corns  

• Verrucas 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF FOOT CARE TREATED  

TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

 

CONTACT: 

MELLOWJANE ROSALES  

S.A.C .Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP 

 

078 4368 6239 

 

           Evening and weekend calls available    

• Athletes Foot 

• Ingrowing Toe Nails 

• Fungal Infection 
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A BEND IN THE RIVER — Ian Abrahams 

After many years of being unavailable we are pleased to be able to say 

that DVD copies of this title are now available from our bookshop, either 

in Peartree Avenue or online, priced at £9.99. 

"A Bend in the River" was the imaginative title given by a church festival 

committee to an audio-visual performance at Bitterne Parish Church in 

October 1973.  A booklet to accompany the performance was prepared by 

John Holt and covered the history of Bitterne from its origins in the Ro-

man port of Clausentum on a bend in the river at Bitterne Manor, 

through its Victorian development into the village at the top of the hill 

and its eventual incorporation into the Borough of Southampton as a 

busy modern suburb. 

A lot has changed over the forty-five years since this was first produced 

(in VHS format!) but it is still a very valuable history of our village and I 

recommend it to you if you have not seen it. 

Our grateful thanks go to Ian Ward who has produced the copies for us. 

29 

Bitterne High Street  with Mr George Gould, 

a builder with local premises, on the left — 

1890 photograph used in the DVD 
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HISTORY AND HERITAGE CLUB — Mary Abraham 

Trips away 2018 

Guernsey - 9 September Now Fully booked 

Dickens Christmas Festival - 30 November Now Fully booked 

 

Proposed Day trips 2018 

29-30th September Bletchley House - 1940s weekend  TBC 

Provisional date for Remembrance Week - Wednesday 8 November 

A very interesting  talk and details of D-Day at Southwick House fol-

lowed by a visit to the newly revamped D-Day museum at Southsea 

 

2019 

Friday 8 March - Postal Museum London 

21-23 June Provisional - Blenheim Palace Flower Show  

For more details of the Heritage and History Club and their trips please 

contact Mary Abraham.  

See her at BLHS meetings or telephone: 02380 394930 

 

HAMPSHIRE FIELD CLUB VISIT 

Photographs of the visit of the Hamp-

shire Field Club to BLHS when we 

presented some talks and arranged a 

visit to Woolston  with our friends  

from the Southampton & District 

Transport Heritage Trust. 
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PRESIDENTIAL PATTER — Ian Abrahams 

Dear Friends, 

As I write we have just experienced a prolonged period of hot weather 

which reminded me and many others of 1976. How different Bitterne was 

then, some five years before our Society was formed. We still had more 

‘independent’ shops then although many had ceased trading prior to the 

demolition for by-pass construction. What a good job some people 

thought to take photographs at the time! 

Jill and I recently went to visit Jim and Marion Brown at Caterham, on 

our Societies behalf, to collect a large number of local history books 

which Jim wished to donate to our archives and for sale; we thank him 

for his kindness and wish them success in their move to Norfolk. I am 

sure Jim will continue to contribute to our Magazine and they sent their 

best wishes to all who remember them. 

Sadly Phyl Barnes passed away in July, she had been a member since 

2001 and worked in our shop for a number of years. Very keen on histo-

ry, Phyl was also a volunteer at Southampton Record Office where she 

would go and transcribe old documents to assist others with their re-

search; we shall miss her. 

You may remember that a few years ago Bitterne United Reformed 

Church produced a jigsaw with images of Bitterne taken from our Society 

collection. Unfortunately the limited edition has  now sold out but if you 

are lucky you may find a ‘previously loved’ one at their forthcoming Jig-

saw Puzzle Festival to be held from 22-27 October, 10.00 to 4.00 each day. 

When you read this we will have begun the 38th year since our Society 

was formed and I thank you for your continued support—perhaps we 

should start planning soon for our Ruby Anniversary! 

Best Wishes, 
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Deadline for contributions to the Winter Edition  

is Saturday, 10th November 
 

Please send contributions to the Editor, Steve Adams 

blhs.editor@gmail.com 

or address them to me at the Heritage Centre 

 2018 BLHS CALENDAR  

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Oct 13 NOTABLE PEOPLE OF BEVOIS MOUNT Allyson Hayes   

Nov 10 HOW DO YOU TAKE YOURS? A Secret History of Tea 

     Jane Glennie 

Dec 8 TALES OF OLD SOUTHAMPTON  Mike O'Leary (story teller) 

Jan 12  A TONGUE IN CHEEK TOUR OF OLD SOUTHAMPTON 

 Part 2  Don Robertson 

Feb 9  THEME PARKS & CHOCOLATE: A History of Paultons Park 

  Gordon Lewis 

Mar 9  BYGONE BITTERNE  Ian Abrahams 



 

 



 

 

  

BITTERNE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
  

CHARITY SHOP 

including viewing of Museum displays  

 Tuesday — Friday 10am-4pm  

& Saturday 10am-1pm  

  

HERITAGE & RESEARCH CENTRE  

Stewards available to help at the following times 

Tuesday 1pm - 4pm,  

Wednesday 10am - 4pm,  

Thursday & Friday 1pm - 4pm  

 

Or by arrangement — telephone 023 8063 7967  

231 Peartree Avenue, Bitterne, Southampton 

SO19 7RD  



 

 

 


