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DEAR FRIENDS — From the Chairman 

Dear Friends, 

I would like to express my thanks to Marion Marais and 

Elaine Canterbury, the BLHS shop management team, for 

the years of hard work they have devoted to running the 

shop in a professional manner. Marion completed eight 

years’ service, during which time she became the shop manager, and was 

instrumental in transforming the shop into a modern retail outlet.  Mari-

on and Elaine have both moved on due to personal circumstances. We 

will certainly miss them both. 

This means we are now 

facing a challenging time 

for the shop, both in filling 

the vacancies left by their 

departure and maintain-

ing the high standards 

achieved during their ten-

ure. A big thank you must 

go to the existing staff 

members, who have re-

mained loyal; previous 

staff members, who have 

returned; new staff members recently recruited; and to all the stewards, who 

are helping to keep the store open. There are still slots to fill, so if anyone out 

there is able to commit to a few hours each week please let us know. 

The BLHS Charity shop is now a recycling centre for empty crisp packets 

(any brand) and so if you consume crisps, why not collect the packets 

and bring them to our shop when you get the chance. 

I would also like to thank Peter Shawyer for his valuable contribution as 

a Museum steward and committee member during his time with us and 

wish him well for the future. 

Marion and Elaine being presented with a 

small gift on their leaving. 
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Past events:  In February we had a talk entitled Theme Parks & Choco-

late: A History of Paulton’s Park by Gordon Lewis, which proved inter-

esting, followed in March by Ian Abraham’s slide show on Bygone 

Bitterne, which has become an annual favourite. This year we had our 

own in-house speaker and WWI expert, Martyn Basford, giving a talk on 

Bitterne’s Fallen Remembered, honouring those Bitterne Parish members 

who lost their lives serving their country in the Great War. The talk in 

May entitled Talking Butts, by Anthony Poulton-Smith was about many 

odd ideas, often accepted as part of history, which have no basis in fact. 

Forthcoming events: According to recent publicity, The Bitterne Festival 

2019 will be held on Thursday, 8 August 2019 and will utilise the whole 

Precinct area. The Mayor of Southampton has agreed to open the Festi-

val. The aims are twofold; firstly, to provide a free, or very cheap, day 

out from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm for Bitterne families. There will be fun for 

children including bouncy castle, face painting, Nerf wars, football, bad-

minton and many other activities. Secondly, local government, charities 

and volunteer organisations will be asked to provide stalls to show what 

support and help there is available for families in the community.  As 

reported in a previous issue, BLHS will be taking part by setting up a 

stall to promote our Society and organise a treasure hunt for children ac-

companied by their adult helpers. 

Heritage Open Day - At our HOD event in our premises in Peartree Ave-

nue, we are very honoured to have Emma Muscat, Social Historian 

(20thC), Researcher and Blogger, at our Heritage Centre on Saturday, 14th 

September between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm.  Whilst at the Museum, she 

will be on hand to talk to visitors about 1920s kitchen equipment, food, 

diet and popular store-cupboard products and brands that were available 

at the time. The display will be based around objects and magazines held 

in the Museum's own collection. Emma will also create examples of 1920s 

food (not for the public consumption).   

There will also be a Heritage Fayre at West Quay Shopping Centre in 

Southampton on the same day at which we are also taking part. We are 
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looking for volunteers to help on the day so please let us know if you 

would like to be involved. A heritage bus route will link the two events 

so you can visit both venues if you wish. 

Meetings coming up later this year are: I do like to be beside the Seaside by 

Simon Gamm on 13 July and New Hope Rural Leprosy Trust in India by Jill 

Ghanouni MBE on 10 August. Please remember there is no September 

meeting this year because of Heritage Open Day and that the AGM has 

been moved to 12 October.  Plenty to look forward to — and some good 

weather too I hope. 

Best wishes,    Peter 

CHANGE OF MAGAZINE DATES 

As you know the Society AGM has been moved to October from this year 

onwards and there will be no September meetings in future. The Autumn 

magazine will also move dates so that it is still published on the day of 

the AGM. Thus magazine publication dates will in future be the meeting 

dates in January, April, July and October. 

MAGAZINE CONTENT 

You may well have noticed that this issue feels a little thinner than is usual. 

The main reason is that content for your Magazine is becoming harder to 

come by because few members are contributing. There are many out there 

who can rightly say that they have contributed much in the past, for which 

we are very grateful, and some who do more than their share at present. If, 

however, there is nobody to take up the baton then I am afraid this Maga-

zine will wither. Unusually there is now three months to the deadline for 

submissions for the next issue so please consider setting pen to paper, or 

fingers to keys, to keep our Magazine going - not just for the next issue but 

continuously. 

CHANGE OF MAGAZINE DATES 

As you know the Society AGM has been moved to October from this year 

onwards and there will be no September meetings in future. The Autumn 

magazine will also move dates so that it is still published on the day of 

the AGM. Thus magazine publication dates will in future be the meeting 

dates in January, April, July and October. 

MAGAZINE CONTENT 

You may well have noticed that this issue feels a little thinner than is usual. 

The main reason is that content for your Magazine is becoming harder to 

come by because few members are contributing. There are many out there 

who can rightly say that they have contributed much in the past, for which 

we are very grateful, and some who do more than their share at present. If, 

however, there is nobody to take up the baton then I am afraid this Maga-

zine will wither. Unusually there is now three months to the deadline for 

submissions for the next issue so please consider setting pen to paper, or 

fingers to keys, to keep our Magazine going - not just for the next issue but 

continuously. 
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LION CUP 2019 - Last call for entries 

Have you realised that the rules for the BLHS’s Lion Cup Competition 

have changed this year? We have always accepted essays on any topic of 

the history of Southampton east of the River Itchen, personal stories of 

family members, research into a house, person or event, etc. but this year 

the rules have been widened to include photographs with a historic story 

and poems. If your are submitting a photograph or photographs then they 

obviously need some research to describe the place or events pictured.  

The closing date for submitting entries for The Lion Cup is the last day of 

July. All entries must be accompanied by an Application Form, that and 

a copy of the Rules are available either online at www.bitterne.net or can 

be collected from our shop. 

 

 

CRISP PACKETS 

As Peter mentioned in his ‘Dear Friends’ article our Shop has become a 

collection point for used crisp packets. Walkers are committed to reduc-

ing the impact their packaging has on the environment and want to make 

it easier for customers to recycle not only their crisp packets but those of 

any brand. 

We can’t accept: Popcorn bags, Crisp tubes, Pretzel bags, Meat snack bags 

but we can accept any make of potato crisp bag. 

… and what happens to the recycled packets? The crisp packets are 

cleaned and shredded to turn them into plastic pellets. These pellets are 

then transformed into park benches, plant pots, watering cans and cool 

bags. 

Please save your crisp bags, flatten them and drop them off at the Charity 

Shop — and tell all your friends and neighbours to bring theirs too. 
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HAMPSHIRE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

If you are researching your family history then some of the services and 

resources of the Hampshire Genealogical Society may be very useful to 

you. Membership of HGS is open to anyone interested in Family History. 

They are there to help you explore, share, research and progress your 

family history, filling out the details of who your ancestors were, what 

they did and where they lived. 

Although their focus is on family history, many of the holdings at their 

Research Centre reflect the diverse overlaps that occur between local and 

family history. They have nearly four thousand items listed on their Re-

search Centre catalogue covering the parishes of Hampshire and many 

surrounding counties. As well as local history books, many titles of 

which are now out of print, they also have maps, pamphlets, guides and 

local histories produced by volunteers. Currently their Research Centre 

in Cosham, near Portsmouth, is open four days a week where they pro-

vide research facilities and where they are able to advise, guide and assist 

those wishing to further their research. Booking is necessary if you need 

internet access while there. 

The HGS has a number of local groups that meet around the County. The 

Southampton Group meets at 7.30 pm on the third Monday of the month 

(except Bank Holidays) at the Roman Catholic Church Hall, Commercial 

Street, Bitterne and we put their meeting details on our ’Other Societies’ 

page (pp.  26, 27). They bring a ‘Pop-Up Bookstall’, featuring their most 

popular items, to their group meetings. 

If you need to locate an individual in Hampshire it is likely that they will 

know a volunteer who is able to help. For more information on their Re-

search Centre please contact Chris Pavey at researchmanager@hgs-

online.org.uk or visit their website www.hgs-familyhistory.com.  

Membership of the Society brings the benefits of a quarterly magazine, 

free use of their Research Centre and entry to any of their meetings 

around the County. 
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AROUND THE VILLAGE 

CLEAN LION 

The Bitterne Lion, on the plinth 

outside the Red Lion pub, has been 

cleaned. Bitterne Local History So-

ciety urged Weatherspoon’s to do 

this as part of their refurbishment 

works of the building. At the same 

time they have attached a plaque 

giving the history of The Lion – 

unfortunately we were not consult-

ed on the choice of wording. 

Weatherspoon’s, who paid for the 

cleaning, took the opportunity to 

attach a new pub sign to the plinth. 

 

 

 

BITTERNE VILLAGE SIGNS 

If you walk around Bitterne regularly 

you will have noticed that Bitterne 

now has “Welcome to Bitterne Vil-

lage” signs in four places: at the path 

from car parks to the precinct and 

two at the Lances Hill end of the pre-

cinct. Your Committee were consult-

ed as to the content of the sign (we 

rejected the first draft!). 
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                          MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CLINIC 

 
       Do you suffer discomfort from ... 
 

• Callus 

• Corns  

• Verrucas 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF FOOT CARE TREATED  

TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

 

CONTACT: 

MELLOWJANE ROSALES  

S.A.C .Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP 

 

078 4368 6239 

 

           Evening and weekend calls available    

• Athletes Foot 

• Ingrowing Toe Nails 

• Fungal Infection 
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SUMMER IS COMING – Ian Abrahams 

The following are reproduced from a catalogue published in 1935. Do 

you remember having anything like these in your garden — I am sure 

the “Safety” deckchair must have been much 

in demand! 
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PEACE CELEBRATIONS FROM 100 YEARS AGO – Ian Abrahams 

Here are two photographs 

and some artefacts from our 

collection which show 

something of the celebra-

tions held in our village at 

the end of Word War One. 

On the platform in the 

photo on this page are 

Rev. Vincett Cook 

(Congregational), rev. 

Arthur Crocket (Vicar) 

and Bitterne Parish 

Councillor “Honest” 

John Brown (my Great 

Great Grandfather ). 
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The other 

(above) includes 

Rose Cleverley 

(late Rose  

Puntis) who 

was a member 

of our Society 

in its early 

years, along 

with her fa-

ther Reuben  

Cleverley. 
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TEN YEARS SINCE OUR HISTORY FAIR – Mary Abrahams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In April 

2009 

Bitterne Lo-

cal History 

Society ran a 

History Fair, 

billed as the 

City’s first. 

We took over 

Townhill Park 

House, home 

of The Gregg 

School, for a 

day and had 

stalls from 

many organisa-

tions and com-

panies. It 

attracted an  
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audience of over 

700 people all 

eager to have a 

dip into the past.  

The Fair was 

opened by the 

Mayor of South-

ampton and 

included guid-

ed tours of the 

Gertrude Jek-

yll gardens 

and the 

chance to ride 

on a South-

ampton Cor-

poration 

bus.  
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YET MORE MEMORIES – Jim Brown 

Who can remember them, manning the first(?) BLHS Centre. 

BLHS vsit to Brownsea Island - 2004 
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The Bitterne Fork – just a bit before my time 

Bert Hinkler’s house, before or after it went to Australia? 
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Red Lion Cut – again, a bit before my time! 

Dear Jack Haslar, manning the Heritage Centre 
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Can you remember buying plants at 377 Bitterne Road? 

“The Spring” in Spring Road - 1998 

and [left] the same view today 
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Tom Misselbrook Car Sales 

HELP WANTED 

Seearoundbritain is a charitable organisation who are developing a photo 

gazetteer of the UK, Ireland and mainland Europe. Designed for use by 

everyone, but particularly the disabled, to help them decide if a venue is 

suitable for a visit. Venues include airports, hospitals, historical sites, 

zoos, amusement parks, shopping malls, and anywhere else people may 

wish to visit. They are searching for volunteers to help them expand their 

database by taking photographs, undertaking online research, writing 

venue descriptions and other administrative jobs. Most of these jobs can 

be done at home by people with internet access: many of their existing 

volunteers are themselves disabled and the three founder trustees are all 

pensioners. 

If you think that you may be able to help then first look at their website 

www.seearoundbritain.com where they also have training videos and if 

you like what you see and feel able to contribute then please get in touch 

with them. 

http://www.seearoundbritain.com
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NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL - Ian Abrahams 

The newspaper report reproduced below records the opening of the Con-

gregational Church Hall eighty years ago, the construction of which was 

featured in the last edition of Bygone Bitterne. Sadly we have no photo-

graph of this occasion which took place in October 1939. 

 

 

Above is a picture of 

the OAP Club taken 

in the hall in 1958 

which includes the 

minister, Rev. R.H. 

Mills, and his wife as 

well as, I presume, 

the Mayor of South-

ampton.  

Do you recognise 

anyone else in the 

picture? 

(Photo: Southern 

Newspapers) 
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From the BLHS Newsletter of 25 Years Ago 

July 1994 — WHAT’S IN A NAME - Jack Hasler [edited] 

The obvious starting point is the reasons for road names and I will try to 

comment on this where I can - but forgive me if you do not agree with any 

(and please tell me where I was wrong).  I will give old and new names but 

will start with two roads that I have never been able to trace: 

Jubilee Road appears in a census but never anywhere else - anyone got any 

ideas? 

In 1924, the borough's list of name changes included Albert Road, Bitterne, 

changed to Rupert Road, and I don't know either! I found Albert Terrace, 

Albert Place, Albert Cottages, and Albert House. 

Alma Road (named after the Crimean War battle ground. Renamed Almatade. 

Botley Road (what is now Bitterne Road from Bath Road to  Thornhill 

Park Road) was changed to Bitterne Road. 

Brownlow Gardens was "lost" when it became part of Angel Crescent as part of 

the ‘Bypass’ changes, (Angel after the nearby Angel Inn). 

Brewery Road this ran from the brewery to the rear of the reservoir, crossing 

Chapel Street.  

Bursledon Road. The beginning of Bursledon Road from the Church to Bath 

Road was once Church Road. 

Bitterne Road. Now runs from Northam Bridge to Thornhill Park Road. This 

once was 6 different roads: [Remember this was in 1994, now changed again!] 

 Northam Bridge Road. From Northam Bridge to Bitterne Railway Bridge. 

 Bitterne Road. From the Railway Bridge to Midanbury Lane. 

 Lances Hill. From Midanbury Lane to "the top of the hill". 

 High Street. From "the top of the hill" to Commercial Street. 

 Bitterne Hill. From Commercial Street to Bath Road. 

 Botley Road. From Bath Road to Thornhill Park Road. 

This does not take into account the ill-fated proposal in the 1920s of the bor-

ough "Boffins" to call it Arcadia Road - "scotched" by a group of local tradesmen 

who forced the change to Bitterne Road. 

Chapel Street. So called because of the Baptist and Weslyan Chapels there. 

Changed to Dean Road. 

Victoria Road. Changed to Chatsworth Road with various others in the 

1920s following the incorporation of Bitterne into the County Borough. 
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50 YEARS AGO — Continuing a look at Ian Abraham’s diary for 1969 

20 July First men landed on the Moon at 9.18 pm in Apollo 11 to-

night, (not exactly a "Bitterne Event" but I reckon most of us were 

glued to the T.V. that 

night!). 

30 July Big fire at 

"Gusters" shop 4.00 pm, 

two firemen injured and 9 

appliances attended. 

23 Aug Hobbies and 

Gardening Exhibition at 

(Congregational) Church. 

I won two highly com-

mended and two 2nd cer-

tificates. (This event was 

primarily organised by our Vice-Chairman Bob Payne). 

29 Aug Worked in Austin's cycle shop in Bitterne Road for Auntie 

Debbie, next door to Mr Payne’s, – responsible for the window dis-

play at 15 years of age! [The shop blind shown here is in our collection] 

2 Sept Went to 

Guster's Fire Sal-

vage Sale and 

paid 10/- for edg-

ing shears  (These 

are still very much 

in use today). 

27 Sept 

New Methodist 

Church (Whites 

Road) was 

opened. 

This photograph shows the repaired roof. 

Photo of the fire on the cover of this issue. 
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OTHER LOCAL SOCIETIES 

Friends of Portsmouth Library 

Summer Evening Talks, Library, Portswood Road, SO17 2NG at 7.30 pm 

17 Jul SOUTHAMPTON & THE WINE TRADE by Katie Belo dos Santos 

14 Aug PORTSWOOD’S ITALIAN CONNECTION by Allyson Hayes 

18 Sep 100 YEARS OF EXBURY GARDENS by Nigel Philpott 

16 Oct PAINTING THE TOWN by Allyson Hayes 

Contact: 02380 833007  

West End Local History Society 

Meetings in West End Parish Centre, Chapel Road, SO30 3FE at 7.30 pm 

3 Jul LIFE AND TIMES OF ALFRED THE GREAT by Kay Ainsworth 

7 Aug SOCIAL EVENING 

4 Sep WOMEN, WORK AND WOOL by Dr Cheryl Butler 

2 Oct  THE LADY WHO SAVED THE NATION Colin Van Geffen 

Contact: 02380 471886 

Bishop’s Waltham Local History Society 

Meetings at St Peter’s Church Hall, SO32 1EE at 7.30 pm 

19 Sep THE HISTORY OF PORTSMOUTH by Andrew Negus 

17 Oct DEFENCE OF THE MISSION AT RORKE’S DRIFT by Geoff Heal  

info@bishopswalthamsociety.org 

City of Southampton Society 

Meetings at Edmund Kell Church Hall, Bellevue Road, SO15 2AY at 7.00 

23 Sep THE STORY OF KING JOHN'S HOUSE by Barbara Burridge 

28 Oct THE SCRATCH CHARITY by Annette Davis 

Contact: info@coss.org.uk 

Hampshire Genealogical Society 

Meetings held at Roman Catholic Hall, Commercial St, Bitterne at 7.30 pm 

15 Jul SEARCHING FOR ANCESTORS WHEN YOU’RE ADOPTED 

       by Penny Walters 

19 Aug MEMBERS EVENING 

https://www.google.com/search?q=portswood+library&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB698GB698&oq=portswood+library&aqs=chrome..69i57.7635j0j1&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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16 Sept TRACING YOUR LONDON ANCESTORS by Jane Fox 

21 Oct MY GENEALOGICAL JOURNEY by Phil Brown 

Contact: 02392 387000 

Friends of Southampton's Museums, Archives and Galleries 

11 Sep SOUTHAMPTON CITY AMBITIONS     

    by Carolyn Abel & Denise Edghill 

9 Oct AGM 

Meetings at Dolphin Hotel, 34-35 High Street, SO14 2HN at 10.30 am 

Contact: info@fosmag.org.uk  

Millbrook Local History Society 

Holy Trinity Church Hall, Millbrook Road at 7.30 pm 

4 Jul MESSAGES FROM THE FRONT by Margaret Braddock 

5 Sep AGM / TONY'S QUIZ / TALK by Tony Biffin 

3 Oct KING GEORGE V GRAVING DOCK by Nick Braddock 

Contact: 023 8077 0148 

Hampshire Industrial Archaeology Society 

Meetings at the Underhill Centre, St. John's Road, SO30 4AF at 7.45 

1 Jul THE DEVELOPMENT OF FASTENINGS  

      by Anthony Poulton-Smith 

5 Aug A LOOK AT CANAL HISTORY: Its People & Art  

       by Terri Robinson 

2 Sep THE FLYING SCOTSMAN by Stephen Hoadley 

7 Oct UNDERGROUND TUNNELLING IN WW1 by Peter Jones 

Contact: 01962 855200  

Nursling and Rownhams History Group 

Meetings at Nursling and Rownhams Village Hall, Nursling Street,  

   Nursling, SO16 0YL at 7.30 pm 

11 Jul VISIT & TOUR: All Saints Church, Compton – Meet at Church 

12 Sep AGM - Bring "Items of interest" & "Young photo of yourself” 

10 Oct HMS ALLIANCE - SUBMARINE MUSEUM by David Ottley 

Contact: 02380 738552  
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PRESIDENTIAL PATTER — Ian Abrahams 

Dear Friends, 

We were very sad recently to lose another of our 

founder members, Jeanne Nicol.  In the early days of 

our Society Jeanne was very much involved in fund 

raising towards establishing our museum, invariably 

running the home-made cake stall at our fayres, along 

with her long time friend, Doreen Snaith.  She went 

on to help with our bookstall and always enjoyed 

chatting to customers about ’the old days’ and invit-

ing them to join the Society. 

Jeanne served on our Committee from 1995 to 2008 and was responsible 

for many years for the distribution of our magazine.  When we opened 

our first charity shop and Heritage Centre in 1993 Jeanne was one of the 

first to volunteer and served in the shop until she was no longer able to.  

She was honoured with the title of BLHS Vice President some years ago. 

At her funeral service I was privileged to be asked to give a tribute and 

her daughters Lesley and Barbara felt my description of Jeanne as 

‘formidable’ was just right!  We shall be forever indebted to her for her 

long-time support of our Society and we shall miss her. 

We were sorry to say goodbye to Marion, Elaine and Peter Shawyer and 

thank them for all their help in running our Charity Shop.  We are grateful 

to those who have stepped in to help us to stay open, especially the muse-

um stewards.  Please do think whether you can help or know anyone else 

who might spare a few hours a week to help.  Finally, thanks to our Chair-

man, Peter who has taken on responsibility for our shop until someone can 

be found to take on this task.  I hope to see you at one of our summer events, 

we shall be taking part in Bitterne Community Fun Day on 8 August. 

Best wishes, 
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Deadline for contributions to the Summer Edition  

is Saturday, 14th September 
 

Please send contributions to the Editor, Steve Adams 

blhs.editor@gmail.com 

or address them to The Editor at the Heritage Centre 

231, Peartree Avenue, Southampton, SO19 7RD 

 2019 BLHS CALENDAR  

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

13 Jul I DO LIKE TO BE BESIDE THE SEASIDE  Simon Gomm 

10 Aug NEW HOPE RURAL LEPROSY TRUST IN INDIA 

    Jill Ghanouni MBE 

14 Sep  HERITAGE OPEN DAY - NO EVENING MEETING 

12 Oct AGM  

9 Nov ESCAPE FROM STALAG XXA Steve Foster 

14 Dec THE HITHER SIDE OF THE HEDGE Jigfoot 



 

 



 

 

  

BITTERNE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
  

CHARITY SHOP 

including viewing of Museum displays  

 Monday — Friday 10am-4pm  

Closed Saturdays 

  

HERITAGE & RESEARCH CENTRE  

Stewards available to help at  

times listed on our website 

www.bitterne.net 

 

or by arrangement — telephone 023 8063 7967  

231 Peartree Avenue, Bitterne, Southampton 

SO19 7RD  


