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FROM THE EDITOR 

This edition has been particularly difficult to compile due to lack 

of articles submitted for publication. Shortly before sending the 

copy to the printer it was very tempting to have a greatly thinned 

down issue with many blank pages!  

If you value the fact that the Society has a quarterly magazine then 

please dig into your memories or your personal collection of arte-

facts, and write a short piece for us all to enjoy. No need for you to 

be a great author, we can put your information into a publishable 

form for you. Similarly if you have no facility to photograph ob-

jects then let the editor know and he can arrange for this.  



 

3 

DEAR FRIENDS - From the Chairman 

Dear Friends, 

It is with sadness that I have to report the death of Doris Moore, 

a well-known local lady, who passed away on 13 December 

2017, aged 84.  She was featured in this magazine on more than 

one occasion and will be sadly missed by all her friends and family. 

For our pre-Christmas get-together in December last year, we were enter-

tained by a folk band, The Fogeys. I am pleased to say that quite a few peo-

ple came up to me afterwards to say how much they enjoyed the music. The 

musicians also said how much they enjoyed performing at our venue. 

Thanks go Jill Abrahams for putting on an impressive spread of buffet food, 

which judging by the amount that was devoured went down very well. All-

in-all it was a great night. 

In January we enjoyed a talk entitled, Land of Pure Delight: The life and times of 

Isaac Watts by Gordon Lewis, who despite struggling with a bad throat gave 

a fascinating account of the life of one of Southampton’s most famous sons. I 

am sure we will be asking Gordon back again in the future.  

A Tongue in Cheek Tour of Old Southampton was the title of February’s talk by 

Don Robertson, an engaging and entertaining speaker with an in-depth 

knowledge of local history. After the talk I was inundated with requests to 

ask him back. Although Don overran his allotted time, he had barely got 

started on his armchair tour of old Southampton leaving plenty of material 

for when I invite him back - as I surely must. 

BLHS is running the Lion Cup Local History Essay Competition again this 

year – please consider taking part. Who knows? – you could be this year’s 

winner. 

BLHS continues to engage with young people and we were pleased to wel-

come two groups of cubs from the 3rd Itchen North (Bitterne) Scout Group on 
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evening visits to our museum in January and February this year. The cubs 

had fun and hopefully learned a bit about local history - thanks to BLHS vol-

unteers Peter Shawyer and Steve Adams who helped me with this event. The 

cubs were astonished at the weight of 240 old pennies making up to just one 

pound! Thank you to Keith Marsh and Jim Mulholland for preparing cub/

scout displays for these visits and to Celia Mayo for preparing a quiz. To con-

tinue on this theme we have planned visits to our museum by the Merry Oak 

Youth Association in March. 

BLHS also continues to hire educational resource boxes of artefacts & docu-

ments to local schools, such as Moorlands Infants School and Woolston In-

fants School, with topics such as ‘Toys from the Past’ and ‘Victorian Wash 

Day’.  My thanks go to Celia Mayo for the sterling work she does managing 

this service. 

Future talks: In April we have Tony Cross giving a talk on Napoleonic Prisoner 

of War Work. Tony previously gave a talk to BLHS about pillar boxes, which 

was very well received; so I am sure this will be a good one – not to be 

missed! In May, Dr Cheryl Butler, one of my favourite speakers, is back with, 

Pirates, Privateers and a Wedge of Gold, which sounds fascinating – another one 

for the diary!  Silk Stockings and Spitfires, the talk by John Smith booked for 

June, is one which has been requested by a number of BLHS members, who 

say it is brilliant – so this one is also eagerly awaited. 

Future events: Heritage Open Day this year will be on the Saturday 15 Sep-

tember and our theme is ‘World War I’.  I hope to give you more news on 

this event in the next issue. 

2018 marks the 25 anniversary of BLHS establishing a shop and museum in 

Peartree Avenue – another milestone in the history of the society. We look 

forward to celebrating this occasion later in the year.  

Best wishes 

                                     Peter 



 

5 



 

6 

FROM OUR COLLECTION 

Here is part of the contents of a Code of Instructions For the Guidance of 

Caretakers in schools in the County Borough of Southampton. This copy 

came from Bitterne Girls School and the volume is dated 1928. 
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THE ARCHITECT INIGO JONES (1573-1652)– Jim Brown 

My latest book, “Pendell House, Blechingley 1636-2016”, was written as 

a dedication to our late daughter Amanda, who lived there from 1997 

to 2005.  The house is Grade 1 listed and is reputed to have been de-

signed by the famous architect Inigo Jones. 

During my research on Jones I was 

surprised to discover that he is rec-

orded as working in Southampton 

in June 1623, not as an architect but 

because of his skill in devising 

masques and similar artistic enter-

tainments. The Southampton Mayor 

and  Burgesses had asked for his 

help in arranging the festivities con-

nected with the arrival of the Infan-

ta of Spain who was to land in 

Southampton as the bride of Prince 

Charles (later Charles I). 

Inigo had been appointed as the Ar-

chitect and Surveyor General for 

His Majesty King James I in 1615 at 

a salary of £80 a year, plus 8 shil-

lings a day for entertainment and two shillings and sixpence a day for 

travelling and expenses. He also received £45 a year for the rent of his 

house in Scotland yard, London plus a magnificent broadcloth gown 

or cloak, lined with baize and a collar of fur, or its value of £12.15s, 

allocated to him every year on All Saints Day. 

Jones was England’s first classical architect and was the son of a 

Welsh cloth worker, also called Inigo. This is believed to be the Span-

ish version of Ignatius.  

In 1616 he began work on the Queen’s House, Greenwich, for James 

Inigo Jones by Wenceslaus Hollar  
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I’s wife, Anne of Denmark. Work 

stopped when she died in 1619 but was 

resumed in 1629, this time for James I’s 

Queen Henrietta.  It was finished in 

1635, a year before work started on Pen-

dell House, and is considered to be the 

first strictly classical building in Eng-

land.  The smaller staircase in the 

Queen’s House is one of the earliest ex-

amples of an ‘open’ staircase, i.e. with 

no central support, and is identical to 

that in Pendell House, lending credence 

that Inigo was involved. 

Jones clearly impressed the Southamp-

ton Corporation as during his stay they 

decided to make him an Honorary Bur-

gess at a colourful ceremony at the Bargate. Although Inigo made 

preparations for the state visit, the wedding plans were cancelled and 

the masque came to nothing. Alt-

hough it is not known whether he 

ever returned to Southampton, it is 

known that during the 1630s he de-

signed the great stone screen for 

Winchester Cathedral. 

 

 

Portrait of Inigo Jones painted 

by William Hogarth in 1758 from a 

1636 painting by Sir Anthony van 

Dyck  

The cover of Jim’s new book 

showing Pendell House 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Hogarth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_van_Dyck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_van_Dyck
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BITTERNE POLICEMEN by Ian Abrahams 

Jim Brown’s article in our last edition of Bygone Bitterne [Winter 2017 

Vol 139] prompted me to look out a few more photographs from our ar-

chives - perhaps they may jog a few memories! 

The photograph, opposite top, shows Bitterne Police Station prior to 

demolition in late 1950s. Can any reader tell us what the ‘prefab’ building 

on the left was used for? 

Sergeant Baugh, left, was a much re-

spected Bitterne Bobby who served 

at the end of the First World War. In 

the nineteen eighties his grandson, 

then quite elderly, visited Bitterne for 

the launch of one of Irene Pilson’s 

Memories books held at R.C. Payne 

& Son’s premises. 

Sergeant Smith was another popular 

Bobby who ‘stood no nonsense’ from 

the local youngsters but was appar-

ently always fair. When he 

came top in the Sergeants’ 

examination he chose 

Bitterne as his posting as he 
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had many happy memories of childhood days spent there at his grand-

mother’s cottage in Pound Street. He is pictured at the rear of the Station 

with his family in the nineteen twenties. 

P.C. ‘Tiny’ Dyer stood an unmissable 6’4” and is best known for his jovial 

manner in keeping traffic moving at the junction where five roads met 

where Bitterne Road, Athelston Road, Bullar Road and Macnaghten Road 

met in the early 1960s before the gyratory 

system was introduced. The local Daily Echo 

in the 1960s said of him, “his methods are 

unorthodox as he shouts, cajoles, instructs 

and waves his arms about.” Sadly we have 

no pictures of him while on duty - unless a 

reader can help! 
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The Lion Cup 2018 

Bitterne Local History Society organise this competition to 

encourage people to write about their experiences or to research 

local history 

The Society is running the Lion Cup Competition once again this year 

and invite previously unpublished essays of no less than 1,000 words on 

any factual topic of local history; this may be memories of the writer, or 

others, or a piece of original research about people, places or events east 

of the River Itchen. 

Anyone over 14 years of age is encouraged to enter, as long as they are 

not a published author of a local history book. Past entrants (and 

winners) of this competition are also welcome to submit new essays. 

Correct citing of references is essential as is obtaining permission to 

reproduce any photographs, maps, diagrams, etc. illustrating the article. 

All entries must be typed and accompanied by an entry form, which can 

be downloaded from the Society’s website or picked up from our shop. 

The full rules of the competition are on our website at www.bitterne.net. 

Closing date for the competition is Monday, 31 July 2018 and the Cup 

and prize of £30 will be presented at the Society’s AGM in September. 

BLHS will have the right to publish any entry or parts of it, either in their 

own magazine or anywhere else; full credit will be given to the author. 
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LION CUP 2017 

To encourage your writing for 2018 here are some pictures of Alan G. 

Clark being presented with the cup in 2017 by our Chairman, Peter Rich-

ards. Alan’s essay titled ‘Wheels’ was published in Bygone Bitterne, Au-

tumn 2017 Vol. 138. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE MEMORIES FROM BYGONE BITTERNE WINTER 2017 

Jim Brown asked in the last issue (Vol 139, page 19) when and where the 

action was taking place in a photograph. Of course Ian has the answer. 

“The photo shows the BLHS Exhibition held in the Roman Catholic 

Church Hall in 1991. On the rear wall behind the display of photographs is 

a painting of the Bargate done by Bob Payne in the nineteen fifties for a 

Congregational Church carnival float. It hung in the Hall until given to 

our Society and is now being stored for us by one of our members!” 
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EXTRACTS  FROM THE 1603 COURT LEET RECORDS – Jim Brown 
 

The Ancient Custom for Fencing the Town (check your Deeds to see if 

it still applies !) 

"We desier the Continuance of the Auntient order of fences betwene neighbor & 

neighbor, viz., the east to defend the west and the sowth the northe." 

 

The Cucking Stool to be repaired  (perhaps it should be brought back !) 

"Itm we present that the Cuckinge stoole on the Towne ditches is all broken, 

And we thincke it verie fitt there showld be a new one forthwth made to punishe 

the manifold number of Scoldinge woemen that be in this Towne & other evill 

livinge woemen as hatgh benn heretofore accustomed to be donn." 

 

Pigs and Hogs in the Town (not too many seen today) 

"Itm we present That forasmuch as manie good and Lawdable orders have benn 

heretofore made and established by mr. maior & the Jutsics for reformation of the 

disorderly keepinge of hoggs and piggs wthin the Towne walles and sufferinge 

them to goe upp and downe the streats most unseemely to the great annoyaunce 

thereof besides a disgrace to the government. The wch orders have not benn kept or 

observed as hath benn requiered but most Contemptuously broken by manie diso-

bedient persons, inhabitants of this Towne. ..........so by us ordered and estab-

lished That no manner of person or persons of what estate or degree soever he be 

inhabitant in this Towne or Liberties shall from and after wendsday beinge the 

8th day of June next keep anie hoggs or piggs in anie parte of the Towne wthin the 

Towne walls, nor suffer them to goe upp & downe the streets or upon anie of the 

keyes of the Towne, uppon peine to forfect to the use of the Towne all such hoggs 

& piggs as shalbe so founde..........." 

 

Henry Lavender's quart pot with a false bottom (an early 'weights & 

measures' man ?) 

"Itm we present by the report of pratt the painter That henry Lavender of the 

orcharde, hadd a quart pewter pott wth a false bottom by wch  he sould beere as we 

are enformed, To examine the wch abuse we have sondry times sent for the said 

Lavender, who came not unto us, wherefore we desier yor  worps to send for him 

and uppon proofes thereof to inflict such punishment upon him as the law in such 

cases requiereth." 
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FROM OUR COLLECTION 

Streamline Taxis were a familiar sight in Bitterne and Southampton. As 

well as having a rooftop sign from one in our collection we also have a 

taximeter labelled Mr Ivan Hepher 1939. 
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HELP WANTED 

In this edition we are asking for lots of help in identifying people and 

places. Please contact the Editor if you have any information. 

Scout Photo 

This picture of a small group of Scouts that was found in our file on the 

Diaper family. Certain aspects of the uniform suggests to some of our 

‘Old Scouts’ that this picture may have been taken before the Second 

World War. Has anyone suggestions as to who any of the people are 

what the occasion was? 

 

School Photo (cover and top right) 

Then we have a photograph that has been donated to the Society. It pur-

ports to be  of “St. Albans, Pear Tree Green, Itchen, Hants”.  It is certainly 

a school, the inscription over the door says “Infants”. We have already 

decided that it is NOT the old Peartree School as that was, and still is, a 
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stone building whereas that 

in the photograph is of 

brick. Note the presence of 

a well on the right of the 

picture which is on the pho-

tographer’s side of the road. 

The notice on the extreme 

left says “Trespassers will 

be prosecuted by order of 

the Parish Council, F.G. Snell, Clerk”. 

 

First World War , Names of Local Fallen 

Martyn is doing some research to track down the history of people 

named on the memorial plaque in the Bitterne Parish Church listing 

 those local people who gave their 

 lives in the Great War. In total there

  are sixty-two names  

  listed but six have so far 

  eluded him. They are: 

  E. Biles G. Cooper 

  R.H. Grant C. Hasler

  H. Plimsole H. White 
   

  Some of these surnames 

  appear among Bitterne  

families but not with those initials. If anyone has any information that 

would help then please get in touch as we would like to have a major 

exhibition based on the results later in the year. 
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Bitterne Junior School Photo 

Liz has contacted us via Facebook from Swanage. She is looking to get in 

touch with people 

who were with her in 

Junior School in 

Bitterne and sends 

this photograph. At 

that time she would 

have been Elizabeth 

Martin. She is hoping 

that some of these 

people will get in 

touch. 

This is the class of 1967. 

 

Yacht Tavern, Woolston 

We have had a request from Liz [a different one to that above], who reads 

our Facebook pages, asking if we have any photographs or information 

about the ‘Yacht Tavern’ in Hazel Road. It was run for many years by Jack 

(John) Loades who was her Great Uncle. Her Grandmother lived there for 

many years with her daughter Mattie. Her mother remembers visiting in 

the 1920s and early 1930s and being rowed on the river by her cousin, 

watching cruise ships and the Floating Bridge. Liz has been told that about 

ten or twelve years ago the then Landlord used to have many pictures on 

display but she has not been able to trace him or his pictures. 

 

Who and when is it… 

Keith Marsh tells me that he was labelling up photographs recently and 

composing a caption for the following photo of a tree planting at Merry 

Oak Boys School. It shows Dr Horace King (MP for Southampton Itchen 

and Speaker of the House of Commons) on the left, the Headmaster Mr 
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E.C. Ford in the centre, and, 

we presume, the Mayor or 

Sheriff on the right. Deciding 

that we ought to know which, 

and also the date, he under-

took a little research. Ian reck-

oned the tree was planted to 

commemorate the school’s 30 

anniversary in 1966, yet a 

search of the school’s ‘Oak 

Leaves’ magazines by Jim 

Mulholland  failed to find 

reference to such a note-

worthy event. Dr King did 

visit the school on 

25 February 1967 for the nam-

ing of the Haslam Library and the unveiling of the Permain Organ but the 

programme for this event does not mention a tree planting. We decided that 

the picture must have been taken on 1 May 1961 when an oak tree was plant-

ed by Mr F.L. Freeman, CBE, a former Chief Education Officer, to commemo-

rate the School’s Silver Jubilee. However a photograph of this event which 

appears in the 1961 ‘Oak Leaves’ has substantial differences: a smaller tree, 

Dr King missing, Fifth Form boys in the background, no pile of rubble be-

hind, boys hair-styles different, and soil on a sheet of material. Obviously this 

picture was not taken then. Two oak trees were also planted on 29 May 1953 

to commemorate the Coronation, but Mr Ford did not become Headmaster 

until 1959. 

If anyone can recall Dr King visiting Merry Oak on another occasion, or re-

members another tree planting, or can identify the man planting the tree, 

please let Ian or Keith know. 
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An Unidentified Group from the archives of Doris Small 

A quote from Irene Pilson, “This splendid group had obviously partici-

pated in some play or pageant. They were among photographs that Miss 

Doris Small (former Bitterne Girls’ School Headmistress) had carefully 

kept in her albums. I am sure the figure top right, in the smock, is famil-

iar and the young man in the white hat, second right middle row, may be 

one of the Small brothers.” 

Irene wrote this while compiling her ‘Memories’ books but as far as we 

know she never found the answer. Perhaps you can help? 

 

Lots of work for readers to do this time! Please have a good think about 

the questions asked and let the Editor, or any member of the Committee, 

know if you can add any information. 
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 A NOTABLE OLD TAUNTONIAN – Jim Brown 

I came across this lovely sketch on my Computer’s archive collection and 

thought it worth following up. 

Reproduced in the 

Taunton School Jour-

nal 15 June 1895, this 

lovely sketch of Taun-

ton Trade School in 

New Road was drawn 

by W. TINLIN, Form 

VI.  

I found it interesting 

that the School Badge 

is, in fact, the South-

ampton three Rose 

shield. It is impossible 

to read the words on the crest, but it is certainly not “Respice Finem”, the 

motto I know so well. 

The 1891 Census shows the TINLIN family living at 37 Padwell Road, 

Portswood. William TINLIN, 38, was a seaman born in Scotland, his wife 

Mary, 36, was born in Southampton, as were their children, William, 11; 

Jane, 5 and John, 2. 

By 1902 the father had become a Tailor, still living at 37 Padwell Road, 

and by 1911 working from 27 Carlton Place. 

The 1901 Census shows Old Tauntonian William Alexander TINLIN, 

now 21, employed as a Parcel Service worker with the GPO, London.  

Further investigation revealed that at 28, he married Lila Emily BARKER 

on 4 April, 1908 at Ealing and died 24 January 1965, aged 85, at Ealing, 
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living at 7 Addison Grove, Bedford Park, London.  

His Will and Probate was dealt with by his son, William Ronald TINLIN, 

a Chartered Accountant.  

What proved to be of particular interest was the fact that the London Ga-

zette of 16 October, 1914, showed that he became a Second Lieutenant in 

the 2nd/14th (County of London) Battalion, The London Regiment (London 

Scottish) on 1 September 1914. 

The London Gazette of 18 February 1918 showed him promoted to Cap-

tain and that of 18 July that year revealed he was decorated with the Mili-

tary Cross. (He had already earned various campaign medals for his ser-

vice in France, including the subsequent Victory medal, War medal, 

1914/18 Star etc.) 

His citation for the Military Cross read as follows: 

Captain William Alexander TINLIN, London Regiment, for conspicuous gal-

lantry and devotion to duty. 

He, when moving forward with the vanguard of the advance guard, unexpected-

ly came upon the enemy, and with great gallantry carried by assault the hostile 

outpost position. 

His bold initiative and gallant conduct were most praiseworthy. 

He retired from the army on 13 October 1920 and moved back to Ealing, 

in the house where he remained until he died. 

When 15 year old William TINLIN drew the building that later led to a 

leading Southampton Grammar School, he never dreamt he would suffer 

the horrors of the First World War in France. He would certainly never 

have believed that over 100 years later another Old Tauntonian sixth for-

mer would be able to research William’s history from the comfort of his 

home and distribute the information around the world in seconds! 
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From the BLHS Newsletter of 25 Years Ago 

March 1993 — AN ACCOUNT OF A FIRE AT "HEATHFIELD" WEST 

END ROAD, BITTERNE ON 10th MARCH 1931 at 22.24 HOURS  

by G.A. Philpott 

Three Southampton Firemen were badly injured in a fire at Bitterne on 
Tuesday. They were buried when a bell tower over a garage collapsed and 
were dug out of the debris semiconscious. 

The injured men were Station Officer A. Westbrooke, in charge of the 
Woolston Station, Auxiliary Firemen L. Patterson and A. Davis. 

The scene of the fire was a cottage and outbuildings used as garages in 
the grounds of "Heathfield" West End Road, Bitterne, the residence of 
Mr and Mrs H.J. Beazley. 

One end of the building was a gardeners cottage, and here Mr and Mrs F. 
Mansbridge were living. The rest of the building was used as garages and 
over the centre was a bell and clock tower. 

The fire was discovered about 10.00 o'clock by a maid at "Heathfield" 
who saw flames and smoke issuing from near the garage. She at once 
raised the alarm and the Fire Brigade were called. 

Two engines and crews from Woolston Fire Station were quickly on 
the scene, under Station Officer A. Westbrooke, and in less than an 
hour they had the fire well under control. 

Just before 11.00 o'clock Station Officer A. Westbrooke and Auxiliary 
Firemen L. Patton and A. Davis, went up to the room over the central 
garage to deal with a section which was still burning. A hose was 
passed up to them, but immediately there was a terrific crash and the 
roof and tower above fell through to the ground. The three men were 
buried under about two tons of debris and were, with difficulty ex-
tracted. The other firemen rushed to their aid and some of the crowd of 
people who had gathered assisted. 
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It was at once obvious that the three firemen were severely injured and 
they were carried into "Heathfield" where first aid was rendered until the 
arrival of Dr. Knowlton and the ambulances to remove them to the Royal 
South Hants and Southampton Hospital. 

Station Officer Westbrooke and L. Patton both lost an arm, A. Davis 
suffered severe back injuries as a result of the accident and was told he 
may never walk again, but did eventually, returning to operational du-
ties and completed his service retiring in about 1961 as a Sub 
Officer stationed at Woolston! 

The call to the Fire Brigade was made by telephone! Fire appliances 
Number 4 and 5 responding. The supposed cause of the fire, was ignition 
of petrol. The motor garage was burnt out. A six cylinder Wolseley car 
destroyed. The attached cottage damaged.The size of the two storey 
building was 60' x 25'. 

Dr. Knowlton, I believe, lived and held surgeries in West End Road, hence 
attendance at the incident. There maybe one or two folks who remember 
him?? 

HEATHFIELD HOUSE in West End Road pictured c1932 when it was a 
private hotel. 
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OTHER LOCAL SOCIETIES 

West End Local History Society 

Meetings in West End Parish Centre, Chapel Road, SO30 3FE at 7.30 pm 

4 April  THE NORMANS IN WESSEX by Kay Ainsworth + AGM 

3 May  FROM ROMANS TO NORMANS by Dr Frances Hurd 

6 June  RADIO TIMES: BROADCASTING MEMORIES  

  by John Pitman  

Contact: 02380 471886 

Botley, Curdridge and Durley History Society  

27 April     TITANIC INHERITANCE by Dr Mary South  

Meetings held at the Reading Room, Curdridge, SO32 2HE at 8.00 pm 

Contact: 01489 691777 

City of Southampton Society 

Meetings at Edmund Kell Church Hall, Bellevue Road, SO15 2AY at 7.00 

23 April  BEVOIS MOUNT HISTORY by Allyson Hayes 

21 May   A TRIP AROUND AFRICA [some memories of  

  The Union Castle line] by Nick Braddock 

18 June  OUTDOOR VISIT  [guided tour of Romsey Abbey] 

Contact: info@coss.org.uk 

Hampshire Genealogical Society 

Meetings held at Roman Catholic Hall, Commercial St, Bitterne at 7.30 pm 

Contact: 02392 387000 

Millbrook Local History Society 

Holy Trinity Church Hall, Millbrook Road at 7.30  pm 

5 April  LAND OF PURE DELIGHT by Gordon Lewis 

3 May  WATERCRESS LINE: PAST & PRESENT  

  by David Yaldren 

7 June  WILLIAM WALKER - THE DIVER WHO SAVED  

  WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL by Margret Braddock   

Contact: 023 8077 0148 
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Hampshire Industrial Archaeology Society 

Meetings at the Underhill Centre, St. John's Road, SO30 4AF at 7.45  

9 April  LUCY HOUSTON, THE LADY WHO SAVED THE  

  NATION by Colin van Geffen 

14 May  SWATHLING REMOUNT DEPOT: Supplying Horses for 

  war service  by John Fish 

4 June  SILK STOCKINGS AND SPITFIRES by John Smith 

Contact: 01962 855200  

Friends of Southampton's Museums, Archives and Galleries 

Meetings at Dolphin Hotel, 34-35 High Street, SO14 2HN at 10:30 am 

11 April WESTON SHORE by Adam Manning 

13 June  RICHARD EURICH – A Personal View  

  by Philippa Bambach and Caroline Martin, his daughters 

Contact: info@fosmag.org.uk  

 

 

HISTORY AND HERITAGE CLUB 

Forthcoming trips: 

6 April  Day trip to Highclere Castle, Entrance and tour   

18 May  Day trip to Bucklers Hard, tour, cruise and museum 

 Trip away: Guernsey, week beginning 10 September  -  Provisionally 

putting together 5 days of a visit 

30 November  - 3 December Christmas Dickens Festival weekend away 

staying at Chatham and visits to Rochester and Hever Castle etc.  

Great fun, mingle with the Dickens characters 

For more details of the Heritage and History Club and their trips please 

contact Mary Abraham. See her at BLHS meetings,  

telephone: 02380 394930 
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                      MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CLINIC 

 
Do you suffer discomfort from ... 
 

• Callus 

• Corns  

• Verrucas 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF FOOT CARE TREATED  

TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

 

CONTACT: 

MELLOWJANE ROSALES  

S.A.C .Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP 

 

078 4368 6239 

 

           Evening and weekend calls available    

• Athletes Foot 

• Ingrowing Toe Nails 

• Fungal Infection 
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PRESIDENTIAL PATTER – Ian Abrahams 

Dear Friends, 

My patter this issue consists mainly of a tribute to John Shephard. 

John Charles Shephard   1924 -2018 

John was born in Panwell Road, Bitterne on 18 October 1924 and was to 

live in the same house all his 93 years.  There is no better way to pay trib-

ute to John than to quote some of his memories. 

“I started at Bitterne School in September 1929 when Mrs Prydderch was 

the Headmistress and my teacher was Miss Scott.  At the end of Septem-

ber Mrs Prydderch retired after thirty seven years service and I remem-

ber the party when the children were all given milk or tea to drink and a 

currant bun supplied by Boyes Bakery (opposite the school).  On the 1 

October Miss Gwen Prydderch succeeded her mother as headmistress, 

she was very musical and played the piano (this probably sparked Johns 

love of music).  I remember that the school was still lit by gas and heated 

by coal fires surrounded by high guards.  In the summer of 1931 Gwen 

Prydderch organised a pageant which was held on the vicarage lawn.  

She produced, managed and directed the whole affair as well as playing 

the piano and making the costumes and props.  A few weeks later the 

whole production was presented at the Methodist Church Hall, Bitterne 

Park.  I can still see her playing the final chords on the piano and com-

manding that the stage curtains should be drawn.  She brought colour 

into our young lives. 

At an entertainment in the church institute she disguised us as belisha 

beacons with black and white tunics and orange balloons attached to our 

heads “look to the left then look to the right and then you’ll never get run 

over”, was the musical advice. The Boys Church of England School had 

its annual outing and the number of absentees in the Infants School was 
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Above:   John Shephard purchasing a copy of ‘Bitterne Before the By-Pass’ 

on 2 November 1991. the launch took place in Bitterne Post Office courtesy 

of BLHS member and Postmistress at the time, Edwina Cooke. Behind 

John is local author Iren Pilson and to his left is Mildred Russell, BLHS 

Vice-President. 

 

John pictured in 

1993 with the late 

Jan Douglas and 

Dot Newson at the 

opening of our first 

shop and Heritage 

Centre. 
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considerable.  Gwen queried this absence and was met with the whole-

sale response “I was sick Miss”. Gwen knowing the true reason queried 

again but she encountered the same response and consequently spoke a 

few words on the importance on speaking the truth from an early age. 

Mr Mew organised the school camps during the summer holidays.  He 

was a remarkable teacher of geography and meteorology.  He was a phi-

latelist and formed a school society for stamp collecting.  When the play-

grounds were surfaced in 1938 the lilacs along the entrance to the girls 

school were cut down to the chagrin of Miss Sharman, but roots run 

deep and the lilacs proliferated in the hedgerows where they were to 

flourish for the next fifty years until the demolition of the schools”. 

John himself became a teacher in later life and I am sure  passed on 

things he learnt at Bitterne School.  He joined our Society over thirty 

years ago and until infirmity stopped him he was an active member. He 

was always very proud that he could trace his family roots in Bitterne 

back to 1775 and  some years ago he wrote an interesting  book about 

Southampton Cinemas. 

He always looked forward to receiving his BLHS magazine and we shall 

remember his contribution to the life of our society. 

Thank you all for your continued support, please do encourage your 

friends to some of our meetings as we have an excellent range of speak-

ers booked for this year. 

Best wishes, 
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Deadline for contributions to the Summer Edition  

is Saturday, 12th February 
 

Please send contributions to the Editor, Steve Adams 

blhs.editor@gmail.com 

or address them to me at the Heritage Centre 

 2018 BLHS CALENDAR  

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Apr 14  NAPOLEONIC PRISONER OF WAR WORK  

  Tony Cross 

May 12  PIRATES, PRIVATEERS AND A WEDGE OF GOLD  

  Dr Cheryl Butler 

Jun 09  SILK STOCKINGS AND SPITFIRES  John Smith 

July 14 WINCHESTER BISHOPS, BUILDINGS AND BONES - Pt 1 

  Andrew Negus  

Sept 08 AGM 

Oct 13 NOTABLE PEOPLE OF BEVOIS MOUNT Allyson Hayes    



 

 



 

 

  

BITTERNE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
  

CHARITY SHOP 

including viewing of Museum displays  

 Monday — Friday 10am-4pm  

& Saturday & 10am-1pm  

  

HERITAGE & RESEARCH CENTRE  

Stewards available to help at the following times 

Monday & Tuesday 1pm-4pm,  

Wednesday 10am-4pm,  

Thursday & Friday 1pm-4pm  

 

Or by arrangement — telephone 023 8063 7967  

231 Peartree Ave, Bitterne, Southampton 

SO19 7RD  


