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THIS MAGAZINE 

You will have noticed that this edition of the magazine is thinner than 

usual, this is because of a lack of contributions from members. Please 

consider spending the next couple of months preparing some memories, 

or finishing that piece of research you started during lockdown and shar-

ing the results with all of us. 



 

3 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for voting me in once again as your chairman for a second 

period of office, I can’t promise to serve thirty-two years as previously (I 

would be 98!) but will do my best.  Thanks again to Peter and the other 

retiring officers and committee for their years of service and a warm wel-

come to our new ones.  Hopefully, you all received a brief letter before 

Christmas with a renewal form and will wish to continue in membership. 

My thanks to Spencer Millard who has been busy working on our web-

site and to Steve Adams who is always promoting our Society and selling 

our books via Facebook.  Our charity shop has been doing well since the 

‘second lockdown’ and our thanks must go to all who are involved.  [Ian 

wrote this before the current Tier 4 restrictions – Ed.] When we were closed 

we again put books and jigsaw puzzles outside and customers were very 

grateful and generous with their donations.  Sadly, we suffered a break-

in and, as I write, we are still awaiting a replacement of our shop door 

which was destroyed.  We just need a few more volunteers, particularly 

for Saturday mornings, and we will be able to open ‘full time’ once more.   

Our most senior member, Bert Warne, recently cele-

brated his 101st birthday and I was able to photo-

graph him on this auspicious occasion.  Belated con-

gratulations Bert, from all your fellow members. 

Our museum was sadly closed for most of 2020 but 

we are beginning to welcome visitors once again – 

socially distanced! Sadly, we have lost two friends 

since our last issue, namely Dorothy Smith and Ron 

Norris, our thoughts are with their families.  Dorothy 

was born in Pound Street and worked for a number of 

years for Mr Garrett the chemist and was a fount of information on 

Bitterne.  Some of you may remember Ron as the acknowledged expert 

on matchbox labels, he had been a member for twenty-five years and had 

Bert Warne, 101 
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shared his interest with us on several occasions. 

Your new committee recently met on ‘Zoom’ – a first in the history of the 

Society, and we do hope our 40th Anniversary Year will enable us to 

hold some special events to mark this occasion.   

Sadly, we have decided to cancel our January and February meetings due 

to the uncertainty of whether we shall be able to meet. Peter has arranged 

an excellent programme for the year so let’s hope we can get together 

soon. 

May I wish you a Happy, Healthy and Safe 2021 on behalf of Jill and my-

self. 

NEW BOOK — SOUTHAMPTON’S 

OLD KINGSLAND AND ST MARY 

STREET 

The latest publication put together by 

Dave Marden is a fascinating look at 

this often-forgotten area of Southamp-

ton.  Much of the area was cleared in 

1939 and eventually replaced by flats 

after WW2.  Do you remember Henry’s 

Music Shop, Fraser’s department store 

or Moody’s the Men's Outfitters? One 

rare survivor is of course Bigland’s 

Bakery which has been trading for over 

160 years.  A must for anyone who re-

members the area in days gone by. 

Available from our shop at £14.99 and 

online with asses £4.50 P&P from blhs.bookshop@gmail.com. 
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EXCEL BOWL, BITTERNE — John Ashbridge 

The Excel Bowl, Bitterne was the second tenpin bowling centre to open in 

Southampton when it opened on 4 March 1965. The centre was on the 

first floor of a new building above a parade of retail outlets, built on the 

site of the former Ritz Cinema. The cinema, built by local builders Brazier 

Ltd, opened on 28 September 1936 and continued to serve the local resi-

dents throughout the second world war. It remained in the same owner-

ship until sometime in 1957 when it was sold to Harry Mears. Soon after 

this the cinema was ‘remodelled’ and reopened but only lasted another 

four years and finally closed on 1st July 1961. A short time later the cine-

ma was demolished and the new building erected. 

The Excel Bowl Bitterne 

became the nineteenth 

centre in the Excel chain 

and was equipped with 

26 bowling lanes and 

machines supplied by 

AMF Bowling. The cen-

tre also boasted a large 

snack bar and licensed 

bar and club room. It 

was a grand opening on 

4 March, marred a little 

by heavy snow, which caused some guests to either arrive late or miss 

the celebrations altogether. The centre was opened by McDonald Hobley 

from BBC Television who rolled the coveted Golden Ball for the first ball 

of the evening. A fanfare of trumpeters from the Royal Horse Guard 

were also in attendance.  

The centre was welcomed by the Southampton public with some enthusi-

asm and some leagues, which proved to be very popular and successful, 

were very long lasting. During the summer of 1967 levels of business de-

clined and Excel Bowling Ltd found itself in financial difficulties and, as a 

Excel Bowl Bitterne 
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result, Bitterne Bowl to-

gether with four other 

Excel centres was ac-

quired by AMF Bowling. 

On 1 August 1967 Bit-

terne Bowl became 

owned by Humber Bowl-

ing Ltd which was a sub-

sidiary of AMF Bowling 

and the centre became 

known as Bitterne Bowl. 

The new company made 

many changes and a new 

Centre Manager, from 

within AMF Bowling, was appointed and new policies and procedures 

were put in place. The most important one was to introduce Learn to 

Bowl Classes for the general public and the free classes were offered to 

many companies for their employees to benefit from. The classes became 

very popular and whilst there was no obligation for anyone who partici-

pated to commit to anything, many people became regular league bow-

lers.  Trading through the 1970s for all bowling centres was difficult and 

by 1970, many that had opened during the early years had been closed. 

However, during that pe-

riod Humber Bowling ac-

quired further centres and 

by 1978 had an estate of 

sixteen bowls.   Moving 

into the early 1980s busi-

ness levels were starting 

to improve and with a 

combination of good pro-

motion and advertising, 

the formation of new 

l to r: Jock Caie, Promotions Manager; Gary 

Brimble; Fred Dinenage; Councillor Mrs Ivy 

White; Bryan North; John Ashbridge 
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leagues and 

hosting of 

tournaments 

and competi-

tions provid-

ed the foun-

dation for 

continued 

success. Dur-

ing this peri-

od the struc-

ture of the 

company changed, and the bowling centres became owned by AMF 

Humber Bowling. A new Managing Director was appointed and as a re-

sult, a start was made on modernising all the centres in the group, and 

this also coincided with the introduction of computer-based scoring sys-

tems which were incorporated in each modernisation.  

McDonald Hobley bowling the traditional Golden Ball 

with trumpeters of the Royal Horse Guards 
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It was the turn of Bitterne Bowl to be modernised in 1987 and this in-

volved major changes to the operation. The lanes and machines were 

refurbished, automatic scoring installed, and some structural changes 

carried out to upgrade the customer experience. The entrance at street 

level was changed to include a fast-food operation, known as ‘Frames’, 

the company’s brand, to service both the bowling centre and take-away 

customers. In addition, a ‘Freshly Made’ food counter was installed at 

one end of the concourse and a new licensed bar and food operation pro-

vided where the former snack bar had been. The bar on the mezzanine 

floor was redecorated and became a function room for league meetings 

and presentations, etc. The centre was reopened by Fred Dinenage of 

ITV, together with 

Councillor Mrs. Ivy 

White, Mayor of 

Southampton on 10 

December 1987. The 

changes were well 

received by all cus-

tomers and the levels 

of business increased 

considerably as a re-

sult. The centre re-

mained in AMF 

Bowling ownership 

throughout the re-

mainder of the 1990s 

and into the 2000s 

and only closed due 

to the company open-

ing a new centre in 

nearby Eastleigh. 
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                          MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CLINIC 

 
       Do you suffer discomfort from ... 
 

• Callus 

• Corns  

• Verrucas 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF FOOT CARE TREATED  

TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

 

CONTACT: 

MELLOWJANE ROSALES  

S.A.C .Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP 

 

078 4368 6239 

 

           Evening and weekend calls available    

• Athletes Foot 

• Ingrowing Toe Nails 

• Fungal Infection 
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Memories of Midanbury: from a tape recording of George Petty. 

George Petty was born on 18 January 1910 to Alfred and Ruth Petty who kept 

the tobacco and sweet shop at 44 Pound Street, Bitterne. In his youth he helped 

on local farms and became a milk roundsman for the dairy based at Benhams 

Farm. He and his wife moved into a house in Bromley Road, off Witts Hill, 

when they were first built in 1939. Around 1986 he recorded his memories of 

the time when he was growing up Midanbury. He was a member of BLHS 

from 1984 until his death in 1996. This article is taken from his recording and 

although his words are written in the first person it has been condensed by the 

editor.  

Watching the stream of traffic pouring up Mousehole Lane set me 

thinking what it was like at Midanbury when I was a boy. Well, Mouse-

hole Lane was just a little gravel lane then, on the left side was Major 

Martin's [Bitterne Lodge] and on the right side, at the top, was Mrs Cot-

ton's big house [Brydone]. Going down Mousehole Lane there was a 

ditch each side and part way down on the left was Seymour Drive, now 

Montgomery Road, and opposite that was Yew Tree Cottage. Past the 

cottage there was a field that went to the bottom of Mousehole Lane. 

On the other side was also a field and part way down there was a fun-

ny old cottage called 

Waterloo Cottage. 

Water used to run 

down the ditch, 

through the front 

gate, through the 

front door and out of 

the back door. Their 

garden was about 

twenty yards long 

running alongside 

Mousehole Lane. At 

the bottom of the hill Mousehole Lane looking down the hill, 

Christmas Day 1938 
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there was a five-bar gate across the lane; through that to the right was 

Witts Hill and to the left Mousehole Lane carried on. Along that part of 

Mousehole Lane there was fields all the way past Glenfield Farm, run 

by Mr Edmunds, until he moved up to Benham’s Farm keeping Glen-

field Farm for pigs. This field went nearly to Lance's Hill, but it was a 

terrible field that was boggy with bullrushes.  

The lane ran on, turning up to the right and we called that Monk's Hill. 

On the right was a bank, about twelve to fourteen feet high topped with 

trees, and on the left was another field. The lane then was over where 

the gardens of the houses are now and there was an old barn there 

filled with old carts used at haymaking time. On the top of the hill there 

was a big bank with about four big oak trees over-hanging and you had 

to turn right and left to come into Cobden Avenue. I had to take some 

milk and butter there early one morning because although they had a 

farm their cows had run dry. I rang the big bell and a monk came and 

opened the door. I had to go with him right down through the passage 

into his kitchen where he gave me a cup of coffee. In 1922 it became St. 

Mary's College and I remember, when the first lot of boys went there 

that I knew some of them.  

Back at the bottom of Witts Hill, which was gravel, with trees and a big 

ditch each side. At 

the bottom, where 

the flats are, there 

was a tremendous 

big well; you could 

throw a big stone 

down there and it 

seemed minutes 

before it hit the bot-

tom. Where Van-

guard Road is now 

there was a lovely Glenfield Farm 
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field, but where 

Lytham Road is it 

was all bog, and it 

was pretty deep 

because one day we 

had a heifer in there 

right up to her neck. 

We had to have two 

cart horses and 

sacks and ropes and 

a crowd of us to get 

her out, poor thing.  

Further up the hill was Benham's Farm House, the farm lay down in the 

hollow. From the farm gate the cornfields went right the way through 

to Cutbush Lane and that's where all the courting couples of Bitterne 

and around used to do their courting; it was a very pretty place.  

Going further up Witts Hill there was fields on the left and where The 

Mulberry Bush Nursery School (the site of All Hallows Church) is that 

was an orchard. Then there were two cottages, The Mount. Mr Ruther-

ford, the bailiff down at the farm, lived in the first one and old Mrs 

Duffin and Winn in the next. Just past the cottages there was a gravel 

tennis court where Mr Edmunds and all the lads used to play.  

At the top of the hill on the right was a gravel pit where Edge Hill Road 

is now; Mr. Edmunds used to dump all the old broken milk bottles 

there. At the top was the old castle, it was an imitation castle and was 

the gatehouse to Midanbury House where Major Thorpe lived; he had a 

little farm in there as well. Opposite the castle, where Litchfield Road 

is, was fields. On a Sunday, in the summertime, you'd see crowds up 

here because you could see Atlantic Park and Mr Cobham had his Fly-

ing Circus over there; he used to charge about five shillings for a trip 

round the town. Of an evening there used to be crowds of people there 

just because you had a beautiful view of it.  

“Monks Hill” looking down towards the corner 

with Glenfield Farm at the bottom 
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Going down Woodmill Lane, there was a field on the left with a big 

ditch. and on the right another field. On the left there was a lovely 

house where Mrs Kiddle used to live and just past there was two cot-

tages, the first one was Mrs Saunders’ and the next was Mrs Reed’s; 

they used to sell chicks and I bought some many a time at threepence 

each. Further down was another field on the right where we used to 

take the cows from the dairy and drive them back, me and Jack Travis. 

There it was a big ditch right the way from there right to the bottom of 

Woodmill Lane. There was one big field where Norwich Road is and 

opposite there was about eight or nine houses; one house, The Chimes, a 

grey house that had lovely statues in there  and that belong to the Ray's 

who kept the mill at Woodmill that used to grind the corn and bran; I 

used to go there to get some for the pigs.  

At the bottom of the Lane on the right was a house belonging to Lord 

Swathling; Mr Johnson, his gamekeeper, lived there. Coming to 

Copsewood Road Mr Parker had a little smallholding with a pony and 

one or two pigs and a greenhouse; a bit further up the road was Mr 

Gunter, he had some greenhouses for tomatoes and he had a house built 

afterwards called Rosemullion, it's still there now [54, Copsewood Road], 

his was the first 

house built up there. 

Opposite where the 

school is now that 

was Dibbens' brick 

yard, with their kiln 

right alongside the 

road, they had a big 

carthorse. At the 

bottom of 

Copsewood Road 

hill, where it came 

down from Castle 
  Midanbury House 
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Road, there was a little black cottage where Mrs and Mr Barton lived 

with their boys, and there was another one like it over in Dimond Road 

near the bottom of Castle Road, and that was called Tipperary. Around 

there was only rough ground with grass and furze until you came into 

Dell Road where there was a sandpit; people used to come there with 

their cart horses for the sand.  

Round the top of Dell Road and Castle Road there was grass and furze, 

bits of trees and bracken. Sid Ketcher used to keep his goats plugged 

out over there or perhaps a pony. But where the laurels were many a 

time there'd be a crowd of gipsies in there. Going on down Castle Road 

you come to Mar Lodge, the next one was South Lodge, then there was 

White Lodge and that was three stories high, but it got burnt out. Mr. 

Norman lived in Mar Lodge, he had two Shetland ponies, and lots of 

chickens, ducks and guinea fowl, they were always running about up 

there just wild and many a time I've picked up six or eight duck’s eggs 

there, it was really a lovely, pretty place.  

Coming into Midanbury Lane there was no houses just a big high 

hedge that went straight down to where Midanbury House drive was, 

nearly opposite Thorold Road. On the other side, there was copse-

woods and fir trees, and then Norris Hill, on the corners of which were 

houses called Bincleaves and The Rest; I used to serve both of them. 

Down the hill one very, very cold Sunday morning there was some gip-

sies, this was just about a quarter a past seven in the morning, and they 

asked me for some milk, about three or four quarts, we had quart bot-

tles then. I went in there and they had their traps and carts round with 

some big tarpaulins all round and they had a fire going. She had the 

biggest frying pan you’ve ever seen; a blacksmith must have made it. 

At the side she had a sack with about a dozen loaves in it. And in this 

frying pan she had sausages, bacon, hearts and liver frying. Coming 

back up the top there was eight or nine horses tethered there, some of 

them down in the ditch eating the hedge, and there was a little nipper 

up there keeping his eye on them. That Sunday about dinnertime, it 
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came on to snow really hard, it must have been a bit over a foot deep. 

Of course, they were there for the best part of a week, they couldn't 

move and couldn't get out; it was a terrible week.  

Further along you come to the drive for Midanbury House and that had a 

big white gate; Major Thorpe lived there, and he had a little farm there 

as well. I used to go out there sometimes, to take milk up there when 

his cows were dry, many a time I've been out there and had a talk with 

Frank Shergold or his men. A beautiful big house, it was. 

 Further along was Thorold Road. On the corner on the right there was 

a big copse and opposite was the big house, Sandihayes, [Lt] Colonel 

Wolff lived there; then Hazelwood, [Colonel] Martin there; and then 

Deepdene, the big house that went right down to and along Cobden Ave-

nue, that was Lady Milner-White’s, she was a lovely lady. Opposite was 

Beechwood, which is all houses now, where the Jones' lived, that was La-

dy Milner-White’s brother. She was a lovely lady. She used to say, 

“Hang on George, I'll go in and get some sugar knobs for the pony” and I 

used to have to stop there; her chauffeur Mr Devaney lived in the stable 

above the carriage and they had a beautiful big Daimler car.  

Down Thorold Road, on the left, was Amberwood, and on the right was 

Buena Vista, the only house on that side before you got to Dimond 

Road, then on the other side was Holmwood, that was Barlow’s the beer 

people. Then there was Dr Burnett's Hurstleigh, and opposite there was 

the tennis courts, then the church. It was a beautiful church inside and 

out. At the back of that was the Church Hall built from brick but the 

church itself was corrugated iron painted a yellowy colour. Then there 

were houses on the right, but the road from there onwards used to be 

all gullies where the rain took the sand away, it was terrible, you had 

to come up the side and cut across. One day Lady Milner-White told 

me they were doing away with the old Church of The Ascension and 

having a new one built at the bottom of Thorold Road; I can see that 

going up now.  
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One day all of 

Midanbury went up 

for sale, Mr Clark 

bought the biggest 

part of it, including 

the castle, and down 

to where Benham’s 

Farm is and, of 

course, all the cattle 

at the farm had to be 

sold. Richard Austin 

& Wyatt came down 

and they sorted it at 

all out; a man came and did the horses manes and tails up with straw. 

When the sale came all up Witts Hill was farmers with their cattle 

trucks. The cattle came out with crowds of people there and they sold 

all of them. I know Reg Houghton bought the bull as I had to look after 

him for a week because he couldn't take it away. Then Mr. Clark started 

to build where Witts Hill and Litchfield Road is, they never had bull-

dozers, it was all done by men with picks and shovels. 

The first house that went up was sixteen Litchfield Road occupied by 

Mr and Mrs Warden. And I served them. I used to have to leave the 

horse at Midanbury Castle and walk down there to serve them with 

milk. As time went on it got busier and busier there and I remember 

them doing Cleveland Road and then I had to walk on down round 

there doing it with a hand-cart. Then Mr. Hoskins started building Edge 

Hill Road; I think he was in with the Clark family. The first shop that 

went up there was Litchfield Stores, Mr and Mrs Young kept that; they 

sold coal there and it was two shillings a hundredweight, it was a lovely 

little shop.  

Then down Woodmill Lane they started building Norwich Road, 

Halstead Road and Northfield Road, cutting it out with picks and 

The Castle, Midanbury House Lodge. View from 

within the grounds of the house. 
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shovels. One day, right down the bottom of Woodmill Lane, they start-

ed to widen Woodmill Lane and then Witts Hill. There must have been 

about sixty men working there, and they were Welsh miners; that was 

when the government wanted these firms to take on the miners who 

they were unemployed.  

The old castle was demolished, it was only a fake castle and one side 

was filled up with dirt and you couldn't get in there, it was only to 

swing the gate on. When The Castle was built by Cooper's Brewery Mr 

and Mrs Roberts took it. After a time, they started building the shops 

up there and I was asked if I'd take on a paper shop up there but I said 

“No”. 

Then Mousehole Lane was widened, John Douglas got the contract for 

that and they started at the Brewery and came all round to St Mary’s 

School. They cut a bend at the bottom of the hill and swept it round and 

then, where Monks Hill was, they straightened the road out and ran it 

straight into Cobden Avenue. 

And that's how it all started, and, of course, it’s different now with all 

the lights and everything. It was a very pretty place, I can see it as if I 

was back there now.  

And that's as how Midanbury was. 

You can hear the full recording of George Petty 

telling this story by using the QR code below 

to go to our website or by typing   

www.bitterne.net/midanbury  

into your browser. The full recording is 40 

minutes long. 
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FROM OUR COLLECTION 

This receipt from Phipps Cliff Garage for the hire of two wedding cars is 

from 1930.  The two postage stamps it bears are, for our younger read-

ers, a payment of two old pence Stamp Duty to make the receipt legal.  

The requirement for putting stamps on receipts was brought in by the 

1891 Stamp Act in order to raise money for the Government. The 1920 

Finance Act specified that any receipt for something worth £2.00 or over 

should have a twopence stamp attached to make it legal, subject to a fine 

of £10. Stamps on receipts were abolished by the 1964 Finance Act, by 

which time the law was largely ignored. During the commons debate on 

this Act the collection of tax in this manner was described as “this farci-

cal collection” by the Right Honorable Sir Graham Page. 
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FROM THE BLHS NEWSLETTER OF 25 YEARS AGO 

From January 1996: MEMORIES — Raymond G. Simpson 

I was born at 8 Chandos Street near the Old Dock. My first visit to 

Bitterne was in May 1930.  My grandmother had died and mother 

wanted a black costume made quickly for the funeral. I was five and 

with my brother Ronald, three and a half, we walked to a house near 

the junction of Ruby Road and Bursledon Road where I  believe a 

Miss Stratton lived. 

My next visit was five years later. Around Chandos Street there were 

many public houses and at turning-out time fights were frequent. So 

when Grandad died and left a small sum of money my parents decided 

to move out into the country, Bitterne. 

So it was that on Easter Saturday 1934 a builder, Mr Hinton called with a 

car to take the family to a building-site at Bitterne Crescent. Deacon 

Close was complete though the road was a gravel track. Likewise the 

southern end of Deacon Crescent. Bitterne Crescent, a muddy track, 

houses 1 to 9 were complete, on the other side 2 to 16 were built, Mr 

Hinton showed us the foundations of numbers 20 and 22 and explained 

to my parents that Mr Turner had run into financial difficulties and 

that his firm, the Hinton Brothers, had bought the Brownlow Estate. 

The first two houses would sell for £650 and as we would be the first 

sale there would be a discount of £25. 

So it was that every Saturday afternoon we came to see the progress. Also 

to see if any chickens had come through the hedge from Meadow Farm 

Dairy (Edwina Close). At last on Saturday August 18th, 1934 we moved 

in. 

Bitterne School had too many pupils so my brother and I had to go to Shol-

ing Boys School, leaving Merry Oak School in June 1938. I worked in a gro-

cery shop, Crawley’s Store, 110 Spring Road. Next door at 112 was Mrs 

Payne’s sweet shop, at 114 Florence Trapp’s drapery store. On the other 

side at 108 Hartnell’s fish and fruit, and on the corner Smith’s the Iron-

mongers. 
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Then came the war. November 1940 I was working at Redbridge, I will  

never forget 6 pm on Saturday night November 16, 1940; as the air-raid 

siren sounded I saw the flares light up the town. At 10 pm at the end of 

the shift I began to cycle home through bomb craters – broken glass and 

burning buildings, arriving home near midnight. Sunday 17th the 

bombers came again. 

Next weekend 23rd and 24th the planes came again. There was a 

stream of refugees pushing prams and handcarts up Bitterne Road to 

camp in the countryside. My parents found an old car at Sarisbury 

Green and the owners allowed them to sleep in it. One of the places hit 

that weekend was the Spring Road Mission. 

Next weekend Saturday, November 30th. My parents had gone to the 

old car at Sarisbury, my brother and I decided to stay in the shelter to try 

to deal with any incendiary bombs that came through the roof – it was 

our home. About 8 pm there was a loud whistling sound and a thud 

which shook the Anderson shelter, but no explosion, we searched the 

garden and house, also the garden next door No. 22. We found nothing. 

Time bombs seemed to have a fuse of one hour or twenty-four hours. 

With daylight we made a more thorough search, 20 Bitterne Crescent was 

clear so too was No. 22, we never looked to the other side of the rear 

hedge into 11 Edwina Close, so when a warden told us there was an un-

exploded bomb by the front door of No. 11, we assumed this was our 

bomb – the wartime motto "Business as usual" we did just that. 

The day passed with no gas – no water – no electric, we did have coal. 

Night came – parents at Sarisbury, us two boys in the shelter, 6 pm the 

raid started – about midnight the rain started, then just as the all clear 

sounded the ground seemed to lift then drop. Coming out we heard 

cries for help from Mr Harris at No. 22, he was almost buried in his 

shelter, he came home on leave during the raid. On pushing through 

what remained of the hedge between 20 Bitterne Crescent and 11 Ed-

wina Close there was a crater 30 feet deep but only about 12 feet 
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across, this was already beginning to fill with water, by morning much 

of it had caved in. The bomb had gone through an air-raid shelter, 

buried itself deep in the soft earth, to explode twenty-four hours later 

causing an earthquake effect. 

In No. 9  - 1 1  and 13 Edwina Close there were hardly any broken win-

dows, but they had been shaken off their foundations at ground level, 

the roofs were also at an angle. They had to be demolished, 20 and 22 

Bitterne Crescent had three inch cracks radiating through the garden, 

round the crater the brickwork had cracks wide enough to put a hand 

in. These were inspected weekly as they gradually settled, permanent 

repairs being completed some five years later. 

SHOP VOLUNTEERS 

As you will have read in Ian’s letter, our Charity Shop has been open 

once again but is currently closed by government Tier Four restrictions . 

Recently we have only been open four and a half days each week but 

when we re-open we would love  it to be at least five full weekdays and 

Saturday mornings too. If you know of anyone who may wish to volun-

teer then please  let any member of the Committee know. 

SIMPLE FUNDRAISING FOR THE SOCIETY 

If you order anything online then it is likely that you can collect funds for 

the Society at no cost to yourself. Easyfundraising. will collect a small 

amount from many well-known retailers including M&S, Argos, Aviva 

and over 4,000 others, for our funds, to say ‘thank you’. 

To get started register an account at easyfundraising.org.uk and in the 

‘Search for a Cause’ box type ‘Bitterne Local History Society’.  

. 
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OTHER LOCAL SOCIETIES 

At this time most local history societies have closed down their pro-

grammes although a few are giving their talks via Zoom. As the situation 

changes please use these contact details to check what is taking place. 

West End Local History Society 

Meetings in West End Parish Centre, Chapel Road, SO30 3FE at 7.30 pm 

No meetings until, at earliest, 7 April, 2021 

Contact: 02380 471886            www.westendlhs.co.uk/meetings/  

Bishop’s Waltham Local History Society 

Meetings at St Peter’s Church Hall, SO32 1EE at 7.30 pm 

Meetings now on Zoom, go to website for details 

info@bishopswalthamsociety.org     www.bishopswalthamsociety.org.uk/  

City of Southampton Society 

Meetings at Edmund Kell Church Hall, Bellevue Road, SO15 2AY at 7.00 

No meetings currently 

Contact: info@coss.org.uk                   www.coss.org.uk/  

Millbrook Local History Society 

Holy Trinity Church Hall, Millbrook Road at 7.30 pm 

Contact: 023 8077 0148                         millbrookhistory.webs.com 

Hampshire Industrial Archaeology Society 

Meetings at the Underhill Centre, St. John's Road, SO30 4AF at 7.45 

Contact: 01962 855200                          www.hias.org.uk/meetings.htm  

Botley, Curdridge and Durley History Society 

Meetings at Diamond Jubilee Hall, Botley, SO30 2ES at 8.00 pm  

Contact: 01489 691777                          www.botley.com/history-society  

Nursling and Rownhams History Group 

Sadly this Group closed on 1 January 2021. 

https://www.westendlhs.co.uk/meetings/
https://www.bishopswalthamsociety.org.uk/
http://www.coss.org.uk/
http://www.hias.org.uk/meetings.htm
https://www.botley.com/history-society
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Romsey Local History Society 

All Meetings now on Zoom but must be pre-booked due to demand 

5 Feb A VISION OF ROMSEY - Part 2 by Phoebe Merrick (at 2.15 pm) 

8 Feb THE CALLING WINDOW  by Sophie Hacker (at 7.30 pm) 

19 Feb MAINSTONE AND PAUCEFOOT : a slide show  

      by Phoebe Merrick (2.15) 

25 Feb DOMESDAY HAMPSHIRE by Katherine Blayney (7.30) 

8 Mar DEFENCE OF THE REAM: Gun Culture in Tudor Southampton  

      by Dr Cheryl Butler (7.30) 

19 Mar NURSLING : a slide show by Phoebe Merrick (2.15) 

25 Mar WHY DOES ROMSEY HAVE AN ABBEY?  By Frank Green (7.30) 

RLHS also conduct weekly Zoom workshops 

Contact: romsey.history@gmail.com      www.ltvas.org.uk 

Hamble Local History Society 

Roy Underdown Pavilion, Hamble-le-Rice, Southampton SO31 4RY at 

7.30 pm 

Meetings postponed until further notice 

Contact: 023 8045 7189               www.hamblehistory.org.uk 

Hound Local History Society 

St Edwards Church Hall, Grange Road, Netley, SO31 5FF at 7.30 pm 

Contact: 023 8045 3641    

            www.hugofox.com/community/hound-local-history-society-13390 

Hampshire Genealogical Society 

The Southampton Group is currently closed. Some of the other groups are 

holding Zoom meetings, see their website for details 

Contact: 02392 387000                            www.hgs-familyhistory.com/  

Friends of Southampton Museums, Archives and Galleries 

Contact: info@fosmag.org.uk                www.fosmag.org.uk/events/  

https://www.hgs-familyhistory.com/
javascript:;
http://www.fosmag.org.uk/events/
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REPRINTED FROM “OUR EMPIRE”, 

March 1940 

Our Empire was the magazine of the 

British Empire Service League, which 

still exists as The Royal Commonwealth Ex

-Services League. Founded in 1921 by Field 

Marshal Earl Haig and General Smuts, its 

aim is to: “ensure that no Commonwealth 

ex-serviceman or woman is without help 

if in need.” 

The First Six Months. 

SIX months of war have passed—and 

most of us are still wondering why the 

full fury of German frightfulness has 

yet to be loosed upon Great Britain 

and France. The reason is, probably, 

because Hitler believed von Ribben-

trop's assertion that Britain would 

talk quite a lot but would never fight, 

and that, in a military sense, the hon-

ouring of our pledge to Poland 

caught him "on the hop." In other 

words, while he was ready for any mili-

tary adventure on the Continent of Eu-

rope, his resources were insufficient to 

face the might of the British Empire 

plus that of France and (possibly) Tur-

key, and he has consequently been com-

pelled to hold his legions until they are 

more equal to their formidable task. 

There may be subsidiary reasons for 

the strange opening of this strangest of 
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wars—the weather has not favoured the action of heavily-mechanised 

armies; Germany is still trying to accumulate a sufficiency of oil—the 

most essential of supplies for a modern army; and Russia has yet to de-

liver the "mess of pottage" for which Hitler bartered Germany's soul. 

But, whatever the reason, the fact remains. For six months the on-

ly serious warlike activity has occurred on, in and above the sea—not 

a single British town has been attacked from the air, not a single Ger-

man soldier is on Allied soil. We have reason to "count our blessings," 

and reverently to thank Providence for a respite which has enabled the 

democratic forces to gather strength, unhindered, in preparation for the 

fight we know must come. 

An Empire Balance-Sheet. 

What of the "balance-sheet”? It is anything but blank, especially on 

the credit side. First among our assets we would place the unity of 

the Empire and of the Empire with France—a union which has 

grown during the past six months until now it is about as complete as 

it could be. Within that unity is also embodied the solidarity of 

Britain herself—an energetic co-operation of all classes in the work of 

 preparing for battle and its consequences; a grim determination that 

the fight shall bring us victory.  
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Deadline for contributions to the Spring Edition  

is Saturday, 13th March 
 

Please send contributions to the Editor, Steve Adams 

blhs.editor@gmail.com 

or address them to The Editor at the Heritage Centre 

231, Peartree Avenue, Southampton, SO19 7RD 

 BLHS CALENDAR  

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

January and February meetings are cancelled.  

Hopefully the following can go ahead but check our website regularly for 

updates.   

Mar 13  BYGONE BITTERNE  Ian Abrahams 

Apr 10  SHIPS OF SOUTHAMPTON  Dr Cheryl Butler 

May 8 MAGIC BRUNELS: Isambard Kingdom Brunel and his father 

  Prof. A.J.Pointon 

Jun 12 BUILDING SPITFIRES WITHOUT A FACTORY 

  Alan Matlock 

Jul 10 NOOKS AND CRANNIES OF ROMSEY 

  Phoebe Merrick 



 

 



 

 

GENIO Accountants 

A small and friendly firm of Accountants based in Woolston  

specialising in helping small businesses develop and  

manage their accounts and tax needs. 

Call Us Now on 02382 123 336 

  

BITTERNE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
  

CHARITY SHOP 

 Monday to Friday 10 am - 4 pm  
  

HERITAGE & RESEARCH CENTRE  

Check our website for updates 

www.bitterne.net 
  

231 Peartree Avenue, Bitterne,  

Southampton, SO19 7RD  


