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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER — Ian Abrahams 

Dear Friends, 

May I welcome back those friends who have re-joined our Society and 

thank those of you who have renewed your membership.  Thanks also to 

friends who have made generous donations to our funds in addition to 

their subscriptions. Sadly, we have lost two senior members in recent months, 

namely Alan Budd and Norman Planken. Norman was one of our founder 

members about forty years ago (see obituaries on pages 5 and 20). 

I am pleased to welcome Peter Richards and Bert Warne (our most senior 

member at 101 years old) as Vice Presidents of our Society.  This honor-

ary post recognises the significant contribution they have made to the life 

of our Society over many years and we thank them for all their support.  

We had also invited Norman Planken to become a Vice President but he 

sadly passed away before he could take up this position. 

Our charity shop was not able to reopen until 12 April due to the Gov-

ernment lockdown.  I am pleased to say that we have been doing very 

well since opening again and have welcomed some new (and old) volun-

teers, thanks to them all, in particular my wife Jill, for all their hard work.  

We have been fortunate in receiving a number of old and collectable 

items recently and have taken some to a local auction house to raise some 

extra funds.  If anyone would like to help us by putting items on eBay for 

us it would be much appreciated.  Our thanks must go to Dahler’s Jewel-

lers in Bitterne who kindly advised on some thirty watches which had 

been donated.  During May we managed to have a stall at Bitterne Mar-

ket which raised £140, so many thanks to those who helped and encour-

aged customers to visit our shop and museum.  We are hoping soon to be 

able to open on Saturday mornings, please do get in touch if you would 

like to join our team of friendly volunteers for a few hours a week. 

Our museum, although now able to reopen under Government Covid-19 

guidelines, continues to be used in part for sorting donations coming into 

the shop.  Despite this we have been able to welcome a limited number of 

visitors and deal with various enquiries as well as regularly changing our 
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window displays which local people much appreciated.  We would dearly 

love to add more stewards to our rota and are hoping to be able to offer 

help to visitors to our archives from 1.00 to 4.00 pm on weekday after-

noons, if you would like to find out more about what this entails please do 

contact me.  Our friend, and long-time steward, Jim Mulholland has not 

been too well recently and is unable to return to his regular Wednesday 

slot at the moment, we thank him for all his years of service and wish him 

well for the future.  Recently we were approached by Alan House from 

Solent Sky Museum who are setting up a new display about Southampton 

in the blitz, he was looking for items to enhance the displays and we were 

able to provide a number of ‘surplus artefacts’ from our collection.  Do go 

and visit when it is open, there is much to see at Solent Sky now, as well as 

items connected to local aviation you can visit the Fire and Police Muse-

ums, see the Calshot Lightship, and sometimes view the Southampton 

Trams under restoration (do check opening times prior to visiting). 

Looking ahead I do hope to meet in the coming months and look forward 

to seeing many of you in person!  As we look to the Autumn and our 40th 

Anniversary celebrations please put 18 September in your diaries as this is 

the day when we open our museum as part of Heritage Open Days nation-

ally; this year in addition we shall be supporting Peartree Church’s post-

poned 400 celebrations on the same day and hope to have a classic South-

ampton bus linking Bitterne and Peartree running throughout the day. 

We were delighted 

when Dr Cheryl But-

ler offered to lead 

our meeting on 

‘Zoom’ in April. This 

was a first in our for-

ty year history and 

we do thank her for 

enabling us to do this 

and giving us a fasci-
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ALAN BUDD — Ian Abrahams 

Sadly, member Alan Budd passed away on 5 May this year at the age of 

ninety-two. 

In the 1950s Alan and his father, Dennis, formed Budd Brothers, building 

many houses around Southampton and surrounding areas. Following 

retirement Alan visited local schools and youth groups to share his mem-

ories of the Second World War. I had the pleasure of taking Alan to Mer-

ry Oak Youth Club a few years ago and the young people were fascinat-

ed by his stories of the blitz 

in Southampton.  

He had attended our meet-

ings until the age of ninety 

and will be much missed. 

Our thoughts are with all 

his family. 

nating talk on Ships of Southampton, some twenty five people joined in, in-

cluding Elly Babbage in Devon.  Sadly our June meeting had to be cancelled 

at the last minute as our speaker had been contacted by ‘track and trace’ to 

say he had been in contact with someone who had tested positive for Covid-

19.  We will certainly arrange for him to come again at some point as I know 

many people were looking forward to his talk on building Spitfires. 

Jill and I wish you a safe and happy summer.                                  

Alan Budd at Merry Oak 

Youth Club 

LAST  ISSUE’S COVER PHOTOGRAPH 

The cover photograph in the last issue, of a Methodist Sunday School outing 

to Boscombe in the 1950s, stirred memories in one of our members. We hope 

that he is going to follow this up with an article for a future magazine. 
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BITTERNE SHOE REPAIR CENTRE — Ian Abrahams 

We would like to say thank you to Wayne Kennard of the Shoe Repair 

Centre in West End Road for his support over many years. He has adver-

tised in our magazine for twenty-seven years, since he took over the busi-

ness in 1994. Raymond Twine had 

begun the business in 1971 and it 

was in 1973 that sixteen-year-old 

Wayne started his apprenticeship 

there. Mr Twine retired in 1994 and 

Wayne bought the business – 

please continue to support him and 

our other local traders. 

HELP WANTED — Hague Furniture 

Th Hague family, whose great-great-grandfather, Lemuel Hague, found-

ed his Cabinet Maker’s business in Dean Road, Bitterne and supplied fur-

niture to local people and shops in Southampton, are searching for other 

members of their family.   

They have a pair of small single wardrobes built by the company in the 

1930s and given as a wedding present  that are looking for a new home. 

They would love them to go to someone in 

the family, Lemuel had 14 children so there 

are many people with links to the family. 

If they cannot find a member of the family to 

take them then they would like these pieces 

of Bitterne memorabilia to be preserved and 

used by others if you have a space for them.  

Please contact the editor for further details. 

Raymond Twine and Wayne  

Kennard in 1994.  Echo photo. 
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EASYFUNDRAISING 

The Society earns small amounts from tranactions with lots of companies at 

no cost to the buyer. Top retailers including Vodafone, Uswitch, 

EE and Moneysupermarket among many thousands of others. So far it has 

earned  the Society £20. See our website for details. 

NEW WEBSITE —  Steve Adams 

Bitterne Local History Society has had a website since July 1997 when it 

was set up by Jim Brown, and we have had the same web address, 

www.bitterne.net, since 2001. Later Celia Mayo, aided by her son Chris, 

took over the maintenance for many years and did sterling service de-

spite Chris’ many other commitments. 

Last year the committee accepted an offer by new member and web pro-

fessional, Spencer Millard to help redesign the website. A working group 

was established of Spencer, Peter Richards, Martyn Basford and Steve 

Adams, so that Spencer could do the technical part and the others help 

with the content. They have been meeting periodically ever since, lately 

weekly by Zoom. 

On the day of publication of this issue of Bygone Bitterne, 10 July 2021, 

the new site will go live and so when you read this it will be available for 

use.  All the old resources are still present and the Working Group have 

plans to add to them in the future. The Online Bookshop is much im-

proved with payment included rather than an invoice having to be 

written for each order. The website can also take Membership Applica-

tions automatically which we hope will improve membership take-up. 

We would encourage all members to visit the site. The Home page will 

carry any urgent messages, such as changes to meetings, etc. and future 

meetings and events, for at least the next six months, are always listed so 

that you can plan ahead. 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT — Barbara McCaffery 

Currently membership stands at 155, broken down as follows: 119 Stand-

ard members, 31 members over 80 years of age, 2 overseas members and 

3 Honorary members. 

The Society would like to Welcome new members, Russell & Sandy Hen-

son from Bitterne Park, Peter Chainey from Chandlers Ford, David & 

Emma Abrahams from Hamble and Valerie Edwards from Reading. 

We would also like to Welcome back Duncan & Yoriko Jones, Dennis & 

Heather Sutton, Ursula Bonney, Ann Morgan, William Smith, Pamela 

West and Richard & Patsy Brocklesby; all local to Bitterne. 

We would especially like to express a big Thank You to all those mem-

bers who included a donation in with their subscriptions. In total you 

generously donated £232.00. This is very much appreciated as due to the 

pandemic our Charity Shop and monthly meetings have not generated 

much income this year. 

Sadly we have lost two long-standing members, Alan Budd, and Norman 

Planken who both passed away in May. [See pages 5 and 20] 

If you know of anyone who hasn’t renewed their subscription yet you might 

like to give them a gentle reminder of what they are missing and prompt 

them to ‘pay up’ as they will not be receiving any further magazines. 

While out walking and delivering the magazines around Bitterne in Janu-

ary, several things caught my eye. Some I had never noticed before and 

some I saw from a different angle. So, out came my phone and I snapped 

some photos to 

share.  

Have you seen 

these before? Do 

you know where 

they are? 

Answers in the box. 1 Path beside the grave yard, which leads to the Vicarage 

2 Itchen College end of Chatsworth Road 

3 On the wall of the old Tile shop (opposite the graveyard) 

4 Hanging above the door to the Fox and Hounds pub 

5 Flower bed outside Thomas Austin hair salon in the precinct 

6 The roof of Itchen College  

7 On the wall of the barbers (used to be Alf’s) 
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                          MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CLINIC 

 
       Do you suffer discomfort from ... 
 

• Callus 

• Corns  

• Verrucas 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF FOOT CARE TREATED  

TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

 

CONTACT: 

MELLOWJANE ROSALES  

S.A.C .Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP 

 

078 4368 6239 

 

           Evening and weekend calls available    

• Athletes Foot 

• Ingrowing Toe Nails 

• Fungal Infection 
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ROMANS AND RUINS: JOHN ARLOTT AND BITTERNE MANOR 

HOUSE — Peter Jones 

Once a burly, young bobby who pounded the beat in Southampton, John 

Arlott (1914 - 91) is best known as a BBC cricket commentator with a dis-

tinctive Hampshire burr and dry wit. However, he was also a writer and 

a poet of some stature. Arlott’s poetry was often about particular places 

and sought to convey the genius loci of a spot.  

Arlott wrote sonnets about Southampton, in particular Bitterne Manor 

House. In his autobiography Basingstoke Boy, he recalled being 

‘fascinated by the place’. Built on a Roman settlement known as Clausen-

tum, in the Middle Ages, it was home to the Bishops of Winchester and 

later to local dignitaries like the McNaughton’s – a good account can be 

found in John Edgar Mann’s book The Story of Bitterne Park.  

By Arlott’s time, the house was a ruin due to fire, vandalism and the 

Blitz; yet it was deemed important. In the early 1940s it was photo-

graphed for the Government’s National Buildings Record which set out 

to document historic buildings threatened or damaged by bombing. One 

of photographers was the distinguished archaeologist and cartographer 

O.G.S. Crawford who on secondment from the Ordnance Survey took 

thousands of pictures of blitzed Southampton.   

In 1946 Arlott’s verses were published in the book Clausentum with 

drawings by the artist Michael Ayrton (1921-75). They had met in 1943 

when they were working for ENSA, which provided entertainment for 

the troops. They became friends with Ayrton often staying with Arlott 

and his family at their home in Lodge Road, Portswood – now marked 

by a blue plaque thanks to the Bevois Mount History Group.  

Set back from a main road, bounded by woods and the river Itchen, the 

old Manor House felt a secluded and atmospheric place. Both the poet 

and artist visited it many times and even camped out there one night. It 

became an almost mystical place for them. In his poems, Arlott ruminates 

on past and present; the Romans, ancient druids, medieval stonemasons 
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and the recent conflict. Ayrton’s 

drawings show views of the derelict 

house, a Rotunda in the Manor’s 

grounds – probably a folly built by 

the McNaughton’s – and the fore-

shore looking up river.  

Arlott and Ayrton believed that the 

ruins were of ‘rare character’ and 

should be rescued. Their hopes were 

fulfilled when renowned local archi-

tect Herbert Collins rebuilt the house 

in the early 1950s. His sympathetic restoration which used the remaining 

medieval features was well received. The Southern Daily Echo in March 

1954 stated: ‘Praise is due to Mr Herbert Collins for ensuring that the 

Luftwaffe did not end its 900 years of history’.  

Bitterne Manor House today is well-kept private flats and gardens, and is 

a grade II listed building. Although the surrounding woodland and shore 

are open public spaces, and despite the rumble of nearby traffic, it argua-

bly still has, as Arlott and Ayrton put it, ‘an air of peace and isolation’.   

The author would like to thank staff at the Bitterne Local History Society 

Heritage & Research Centre and Local Collections, Southampton Central 

Library for their help.  

THE LION CUP 2021 

Once again the BLHS is running its Lion Cup Competition to encourage 

research into the area of Southampton East of the River Itchen. Entries 

can be in the form of essays, poems or photographs but must be based on 

research. You can find the Rules and Entry Form on our website or col-

lect from our shop. For the first time all of the past winning entries are 

now on our website. 
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HELP WANTED — Peter Chick 

Information is requested about Dixon Bros & Hutchinson of Woolston 

with particular regard to the build of a houseboat. I understand the com-

pany was founded in 1903 and became a Limited company a year later. It 

apparently specialised in internal combustion engines, motor launches 

and yachts, small sailing craft and various types of machinery. However, 

it would appear that in 1907 they built a large houseboat that was moved 

across the Solent to Bembridge 

Harbour on the Isle of Wight. I 

would be delighted if anyone in 

BLHS was familiar with the com-

pany or knew anything about this 

houseboat, commonly called the 

White Houseboat, and its history.   

BOOK REVIEW The Man With Mud On His Boots — Ian Abrahams 

I recently had the privilege of meeting Mr Peter 

Chainey at our museum; he is the author of a re-

cently published autobiography outlining his life 

in Southampton.  He was born in Harefield in 

1948 and attended Bitterne C of E and Merry Oak 

Schools before embarking on a career as a lawyer 

which lasted forty eight years.  Peter has survived 

major heart surgery and is sadly now suffering 

from Alzheimer's and vascular dementia. He 

wanted to create a record of his life and achieve-

ments, which he has done admirably, and it makes 

fascinating reading.  Copies can be obtained from 

our charity shop. 

PS, to know why it has such a strange title you will need to read the book! 
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE SALVATION ARMY WORSHIP & COMMUNITY 

CENTRE – Jim Brown 

The very last portion of 

the old Hall was de-

molished 15 April 2002 

and the site presented 

a sad view (taken from 

S.A. rear car park) 

 

 

16 August 2002 – and the foun-

dations are taking shape 

2 September – Foundations al-

most complete 

 

 

 

14 September – a building is 

starting to emerge 
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25 October – now taking 

shape 

 

 

10 January 2003 – Interior of the 

Worship Hall revealed 

1 February – Exterior almost com-

plete 

1 April – Carpet laying almost 

complete in Worship Hall 

27 September 2003 – Band march-

ing for official opening. 
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SHOP VOLUNTEERS 

As you will have read in Ian’s letter, our Charity Shop has been 

open again since 12 April, Monday to Friday, 10.00 to 16.00.  

We would like to extend this opening to include Saturday 

mornings as well but are hampered by a lack of volunteers. If 

you know of anyone who may wish to volunteer then please  let 

any member of the Committee know. 

A LONG-TERM RESULT – Jim Brown 

A friend of mine, Bill Moore, living in Westfield Road, Shirley, passed 

away recently. I knew him because he was the son of my former Police 

Superintendent at Shirley, also Bill Moore. I also knew Bill Jnr. through 

my former school Old Boys Association, and although I know little about 

his personal life, when I was stationed at Shirley Police Station I would 

pop in for a cup of tea and a chat. I haven’t seen him for many years but 

we kept in touch via email. 

He knew I was deeply involved with Bitterne Local History Society and 

as he had a large collection of memorabilia, I used to point out that BLHS 

would love to have some as and when he passed on. 

As a result, Ian was contacted when Bill passed away and subsequently 

collected eleven crates and nine bags of books plus various models of 

tanks and planes. He also collected a selection of bric-a-brac, which 

should raise a good amount in our Charity Shop. 

It just goes to show how if you publicise BLHS what good can come out 

of it — and what a decent chap Bill Moore was. 
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KEN MIDDLETON: AN OLD ISSONIAN REMEMBERED – Peter Richards 

Bitterne Local History Society is always pleased to receive artefacts and 

memorabilia from the local area, especially if there is an interesting  story 

attached. So when I was contacted by Stella Middleton who asked me if 

BLHS would like some Itchen Grammar School memorabilia left by her 

late husband Ken, I naturally agreed. A whole collection of stuff arrived 

in the post from Weston-super-Mare and amongst it was a medal 

(hallmarked silver!) celebrating Ken Middleton scoring 100 not out in a 

1st XI cricket match against Old Issonians     

Also amongst the collection of school magazines  was issue 32 from 1950, 

which highlights Vice-Captain Ken’s achievement (see below) 

The Issonian, Vol.32,  May 1950 - December 1950,  
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NORMAN PLANKEN — Ian Abrahams 

Norman Planken passed away suddenly in late May. He had supported 

our meetings regularly until last year and we had recently invited him to 

become one of our Vice Presidents.  Norman and his late wife Janet 

joined our Society in 1983, soon after its 

inception and soon became immersed in 

all our activities.  They were very active in 

helping with the fetes and other events, 

like Bitterne Carnival, in the 1980s.  When 

we set up our first charity shop and muse-

um in 1993 they once again threw them-

selves into helping.  Norman had contin-

ued to be a loyal supporter of our Society 

since Janet passed away in 2001.  He was 

a true gentleman and we shall miss him 

very much and our thoughts are with his 

family. 

Norman with Jean Abrahams at Bitterne  

Carnival in 1988 

Other items donated were an official school photo dated 1950, an Old 

Issonian tie and a booklet celebrating the School’s Golden Jubilee: 1906 – 

1956.  

My thanks go to Stella Middleton for her kind donation (in memory of 

her late  husband Ken) and to my friend and fellow Old Issonian, Ken 

Walkling, for pointing Stella in my direction. 
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SPECIAL OFFICER JAN TILLEY 

We have recently been donated photographs and a newspaper cutting of 

Jan Tilley, by his grandson, Steve. For thirty-two years Jan was a Special Po-

lice Officer in Bitterne and for many of those he was affectionately known as 

the "King at the top of Lances Hill". Every Saturday morning he directed 

traffic at the busy Bitterne Road, West End Road, Peartree Avenue cross-

roads before traffic lights were installed. Of course, these too have disap-

peared since the coming of the by-pass. 

Christened Richard Robert, he has been known as ‘Jan’ since his wartime 

Royal Navy days. During the last years of his service he was the most sen-

ior Special in Bitterne, his duties then being largely administrative, or-

ganising such things as duty rosters, training and postcode cycle stamp-

ing sessions. When he retired in February 1983, he was Sub-Divisional 

Officer of Bitterne Special Constables and was particularly proud of the 

gold medal with bar "for faithful service" on his string of decorations .  

On retirement from the police in 1983 he said “I have loved every minute of 

being a Special, it has been my life, but the time has come when I've got to 

admit I'm too old”. On that occasion Bitterne police's Specials Liaison 

Officer, Inspector Gerry Mansell, said 

"We'll miss him. When you consider 

that the Specials are a voluntary organi-

sation, Jan Tilley has done well." 

London-born, Jan was brought up in 

Cornwall, came to Southampton during 

the 1940s, where he met and married his 

wife Edna while serving in the Royal 

Navy. He was a railway booking clerk 

pre-war and in the late 1940s but joined 

Vosper Thornycrofts in the Docks as a 

senior cost clerk in 1952, retiring in 1982. 

He died in 1989. 
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HELP NEEDED — Jim Brown 

When I opened the latest copy of the BLHS magazine I was horrified to 

see that of the eight articles submitted by members, five were by me. It 

took me back to the days when I was Editor and the deadline for printing 

was fast approaching. Sometimes there was empty space in the next 

issue, forcing me to dream up articles to fill it. That is why I still submit 

articles for our long-suffering current Editor, so he has backups when 

needed. I never dreamt that he would need all of them for the last issue!  

Can I appeal to all members to consider submitting something, especially 

as lockdown still exists and you need to be at home more than usual? 

There are so many things that can be covered. Photos are always interesting 

and help fill up space in the magazine, one can never have too many. 

Can you recall your school days? Were they different to modern 

schooling? Do you have any school photos that bring back memories? 

Can you write a short piece about it? (Saying that reminds me that my 

English teacher was Horace King, Southampton MP, Speaker of the House of 

Commons and later Lord Maybray-King. I shall do an article about him!) 

Did you or any member of your family have an occupation that you 

enjoyed, or one that no longer exists, e.g. employed at the Woolston 

Thornycrofts or Supermarine? Do you have photos? Was your work local 

or in a shop that can arouse memories for members?  

Were you, or any member of your family, in the armed services? That is 

always worth writing about, especially if you have photos. (That reminds 

me, I did a piece for Penny Legg’s interesting book “Under the Queen’s 

Colours” about my National Service. I can do a shorter piece for the magazine). 

Do you have somebody active in the war you can write about? Have you 

had any personal experiences you can talk about?  

Please have a good think about something that has taken place in your 

life – I have already thought of the articles above whilst writing this. I 

would be delighted if they could not be published until the end of the 

year because of the number of articles submitted by other members. 
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GEOFFREY CECIL POYNTER — Ian Abrahams 

We were recently invited to clear the home of Mr Poynter’s daughter, one

-time member of our Society Pam Gardiner, who has moved into care. 

Amongst the archives we were able to add to our collection were papers 

and letters connected with John I. Thornycroft at Wooston. 

He joined as an apprentice fitter and turner in 1910 at the age of fifteen 

and his father had to pay the fifty pounds premium mentioned in the 

accompanying document, a considerable sum in those days! He also 

attended 

Hartley 

University 

College to 

study 

engineering 

before leaving 

in September 

1914 to join 152 

Field Company, 

Royal 

Engineers. 
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DEACON ROAD CHILDHOOD — Keith Pomery 

My grandfather was James Robert Moriarty Pomery, FRCS, of Albert Villa. 

I understand that Albert Villa was opposite the police station at the top of 

Whites Road, although cannot confirm which building. My grandfather 

was married twice, I am descended from his second marriage via George 

Owen Pomery, my father, who joined the Royal Marines as a drummer 

boy in 1902 at the age of 14 years and 5 days. 

He married in 1908 and moved from Gosport to Bitterne in the early 1930s. 

He had seven children (three girls and four boys) of which I was the young-

est, born in September 1934. He died aged 86 in 1974 having served in both 

world wars, ending up as Chief Paymaster at Eastney Barracks in Southsea. 

All of my younger life we lived in Deacon Road, opposite what was Dea-

con Crescent. I recall most of the shops and people living in the area. 

At the bottom of Whites Road, the last house on the left at the junction 

with Deacon Road lived Mr & Mrs Ennew, with two sons Robin and Ter-

ry who were mates of mine. On the opposite corner, on the gravel road 

Shepherd’s Terrace with off-licence on the corner 
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leading to Itchen Grammar School was an off-licence [photo opposite] run 

by Mr & Mrs Shepherd whose son Ralph was also my mate. In the last 

house on the right of the terrace lived Mr & Mrs Tichbourne who were 

caretakers of the school and also had a son, Eric, again my mate. 

Progressing down Deacon Road towards Spring Road there were four 

houses before you reached the service cut to the back of the shops. These 

houses were occupied by the Hopper family, the Lawson family, my 

home, the Pomery family, and finally the Porter family. 

The other side of the service road was Best’s Fish and Chip Shop run by 

Mr & Mrs Cutting, who’s son Derek was also my mate. Next came Mr 

Lewis’ Cobbler’s, followed by Uneeda, a haberdasher run by the Misses L 

& E Harding, Talbot’s the confectioners and Smith’s the ironmongers 

completed the row running around the corner into Spring Road where 

there four other shops, a fishmonger, grocer and stationer with Trapp’s, a 

larger haberdasher. 

Going back to my home opposite 

Deacon Crescent there was a taxi 

hut on the corner of the Crescent, 

next was a chemist run by Mrs 

Prothero [We have the counter from 

this chemist in our Heritage Centre] 

next to Jolliffe’s barbers [right] 

On the opposite corner of the 

Crescent was a butcher run by Sam Fensome, next Mrs Berry’s greengro-

cery followed by Mrs Fletcher’s bakery and the last shop was a grocers 

run by Mr & Mrs Gradidge, whose son Trevor was also a mate of mine. 

Finally, the Merry Oak public house completed that side of Deacon Road 

but also turned the corner into Spring Road. 

I lived in Deacon Road until I was married in 1937 when I moved to 

Witts Hill, Midanbury, which I left in 1970 to move to near Windsor 

working for the Ford Motor Company. 
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FROM THE BLHS NEWSLETTER OF 25 YEARS AGO 

From July1996: John Tanner — Graham Wood 

I was interested to see part of the will of John Tanner in the last magazine 

[Vol 54, April 1996], although without an introduction and translation 

to the will some of the members might have skipped over the item, not 

realising the significance of John Tanner in the history of Bitterne. In the 

16th century, long before the existence of any hamlets to Bitterne, either 

“in Mousehole” or “on the Hill” (Bitterne Village), Bitterne was Bitterne 

Manor with an estate or park covering the area between Midanbury Lane 

and the River Itchen and it belonged to the Bishops of Winchester, who 

used it as a working manor farm and country residence. Between the four-

teenth and sixteenth centuries there was a change in the management of 

many of the landholdings in this country. Due to various reasons, such 

as the Statute of Merton, the Black Death and its effect on agricultural 

wages, and the disappearance of villeins, many landowners were no longer 

able to manage their own lands and leased them out to tenant farmers. 

“Bishop Fox let the place with the pasture called Bytterne Parke for thirty-

one years to John Tanner otherwise Mason of Weston, husbandsman, for 

the yearly rent of £13, 13s, 4d from Michaelmas 1520, Mason covenanting 

to keep in repair the house, with all the walls, ditches, gates etc. From this 

period Bitterne may have ceased to be a residence of the bishops. In Sep-

tember 1551 it was alienated by Bishop Poynet to Edward VI, together with 

the manors of Merdon, Twyford, Marwell, Waltham, and various other 

possessions, which were all restored to the See by Queen Mary under Bish-

op Gardiner in 1553.” (Rev. J. Sylvester Davies, 1883) 

The will of John Tanner in 1575 proves that it was returned to his possession 

by this date. The will, and more particularly its accompanying inventory, 

therefore gives an accurate insight into the features of Bitterne Manor 

House and the activities of its farm in the sixteenth century in the period 

immediately after its transfer from the Ecclesiastical establishment to 

private tenant farmers. Perhaps we could include a translation of the 

will and inventory in a future issue of the magazine. 
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OTHER LOCAL SOCIETIES 

Many local history societies are now starting to announce post-Covid 

meeting plans although a few are still giving their talks via Zoom. As the 

situation changes please use these contact details to check what is taking 

place. 

West End Local History Society 

Meetings in West End Parish Centre, Chapel Road, SO30 3FE at 7.30 pm 

1 Sep Portsmouth. Harlots, Dung & Glory: Part 3 by Andrew Negus 

6 Sep  Beggars, Rogues and Vagabonds by Dr Cheryl Butler  

Contact: 02380 471886            www.westendlhs.co.uk/meetings/  

Bishop’s Waltham Local History Society 

Meetings at St Peter’s Church Hall, SO32 1EE at 7.30 pm 

Meetings now on Zoom, go to website for booking details 

16 Sep The Revolting People of Bishop’s Waltham by  

                  Tony Kippenberger 

24 Oct  Deer Parks and Medieval Forests by Dr Mandy Richardson 

info@bishopswalthamsociety.org     www.bishopswalthamsociety.org.uk/  

City of Southampton Society 

Meetings at Edmund Kell Church Hall, Bellevue Road, SO15 2AY at 7.00 

No meetings currently 

Contact: info@coss.org.uk                   www.coss.org.uk/  

Millbrook Local History Society 

Holy Trinity Church Hall, Millbrook Road, SO15 0JZ at 7.30 pm 

No meetings currently 

Contact: 023 8077 0148                         millbrookhistory.webs.com 

Hampshire Industrial Archaeology Society 

Meetings at the Underhill Centre, St. John's Road, SO30 4AF at 7.45 

They hope to start meetings on 6 September 

Contact: 01962 855200                          www.hias.org.uk/meetings.htm  

https://www.westendlhs.co.uk/meetings/
https://www.bishopswalthamsociety.org.uk/
http://www.coss.org.uk/
http://www.hias.org.uk/meetings.htm
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Botley, Curdridge and Durley History Society 

Meetings at Diamond Jubilee Hall, Botley, SO30 2ES at 8.00 pm  

No meetings currently 

Contact: 01489 691777                          www.botley.com/history-society  

Romsey Local History Society 

All Meetings now on Zoom but must be pre-booked due to demand 

RLHS also conduct weekly Zoom workshops 

11 Aug  Crampmoor and Straight Mile by Phoebe Merrick  

13 Sep  Stories from the Archives by  Barry Shurlock 

30 Sep  The Home Front 1914- 190  by  Barbara Burbridge 

11 Oct  The Mayflower: people, clothes and cargo by Mary Harris 

28 Oct  Waterways of Romsey - Then and Now by Alec Morley  

Contact: romsey.history@gmail.com      www.ltvas.org.uk 

Hamble Local History Society 

Roy Underdown Pavilion, Hamble-le-Rice, Southampton SO31 4RY at 

7.30 pm 

No meetings currently 

Contact: 023 8045 7189               www.hamblehistory.org.uk 

Hound Local History Society 

St Edwards Church Hall, Grange Road, Netley, SO31 5FF at 7.30 pm 

No meetings currently 

Contact: 023 8045 3641    

            www.hugofox.com/community/hound-local-history-society-13390 

Hampshire Genealogical Society 

The Southampton Group is currently closed. Some of the other groups are 

holding Zoom meetings, see their website for details 

Contact: 02392 387000                            www.hgs-familyhistory.com/  

Friends of Southampton Museums, Archives and Galleries 

No meetings currently 

Contact: info@fosmag.org.uk                www.fosmag.org.uk/events/  

https://www.botley.com/history-society
https://www.hgs-familyhistory.com/
javascript:;
http://www.fosmag.org.uk/events/
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FROM OUR COLLECTION 

A recently discovered letter sent by Mr Payne to his son’s headmaster at 

Bitterne School in 1906 asking for him to have time off school to attend a 

Band of Hope treat! 

A recently donated photo-

graph that is believed to have 

been taken in Woolston but 

we do not know the occasion 

for this street party. Plenty of 

ship’s flags but no Union 

Flag in sight. Any ideas? 
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From our Southampton Council Minute Books 

15th November, 1920. 

bitterne,  church  of  england  boys’  school. 

Accommodation, 201.    Average Attendance, 235.     Grade 3. 

     Salary to Salary from 

Name of Teacher.  Grade. Nov. 8th. Nov. 9th. 

  

Mr C Watson  . . .  … Head . 267½ 362½ 

Mr C Mercer ... … C. 260 300 

Miss M. Cox ... … T.C. 185 200 

Miss E. Wilkins  ... … T.C. 177½ 190 

Mrs M. Blachford …  Sup. (tempy.)  2 per week 2 per week 

Mr. E. Jupp … … T.C. 230 280 

bitterne,  church  of  England  girls'  school. 

Accommodation, 216.    Average Attendance, 203.    Grade 2. 

Miss K Sharman ... Head 267½ 288   Maximum, £300 

Miss E.Shaw … ... T.C. 160 170 

Miss I. Hipkins … ... T.C. 175 220 

Mrs. G. Mills … . . . T.C. 172½ 210 

Miss L. Bos worth ... Un-C. 96 96 

Miss W. Jennings ... T.C. 162½ 162½ 

Ella Cole ... … P.T. 26 26 

bitterne,  church  of  england  infants'  school. 

Accommodation, 150.    Average Attendance, 154.    Grade 2. 

Mrs E. Prydderch … Head 262½ 288   Maximum, £300 

Miss G. Prydderch … T.C. 160 160 

Miss A. Moore ... … S. 90 120 

Miss M. Bailey ... … Un-C. 108 120 

V. Fuller ... … P.T. 26 26 

H. Smith ... … P.T. 20 20 

E. Forder ... … P.T. 20 20 

Mrs Trodd ... … Supply 156 156 
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Deadline for contributions to the Autumn Edition  

is Saturday, 11th September 
 

Please send contributions to the Editor, Steve Adams 

blhseditor@gmail.com 

or address them to The Editor at the Heritage Centre 

231, Peartree Avenue, Southampton, SO19 7RD 

 BLHS CALENDAR  

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Hopefully the following can go ahead but check our website regularly for 

updates.   

Aug 14 THE GREAT EXHIBITION OF 1851  Simon Gomm  

Sep 11 CAPSIZED IN THE SOLENT  Richard Jones  

Sep 18 HERITAGE OPEN DAY  

Oct 9 AGM + HISTORY OF PHOTOGRAPHY  Anthony Willey  

Nov 13 SACRIFICE & REMEMBRANCE (CWGC)  

                                                        Lt Col (Ret'd) Jeremy Prescott 

Dec 11 CHRISTMAS CAROLS                              St James Brass Band   



 

 



 

 

  

BITTERNE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
  

CHARITY SHOP 

 Monday to Friday 10 am - 4 pm  
  

HERITAGE & RESEARCH CENTRE  

Check our website for updates 

www.bitterne.net 
  

231 Peartree Avenue, Bitterne,  

Southampton, SO19 7RD  

SHOE REPAIR CENTRE 

9A West End Road 

Shoe Repairs — Key Cutting — Range of Leather Goods 

02380 446154             enquiries@shoerepaircentre.co.uk 


